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ADVERT ISEMENT. 



1 H E firft part t>f the original 
work, containing liich dilquifitions^ 
as, it was apprehended, would not 
be generally acceptable, is on that 
account omitted. It is hoped, that 
the fubfequentpart of the work will 
pleafe every clals of readers. 



INTRODUCTION. 



HE author in the fecond part 
of the work, proceeds to confider 
the foundations and nature of tefti^ 
mony^ and whether any human teC- 
timony, howeva: perfe6l and certain, 
is fufficierit to eftablifh the certain- 
ty or probability of fails, which are 
] in oppofition to the ordinary courfe 
of nature. The merit of witnefles 
IS to be eftimated by two general 
^d eflential conditions, their ca^. 
Pacity and integrity. If the witnefl 
fe are men of plain, common fenfe, 
they will be fufficiently capable of 
judging of palpable fails, and can 
^^ly afcertain that there is no mill 
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take. But becaufe the moft palpa- 
ble fa6ls may be altered or difgijiC- 
ed b/ impofture or intereftj telli- 
mony iiippofes acknowledged pro- 
bity and difintereftednefs in the wit- 
nefles. Since the probability of any 
fa6l increases according to the num- 
ber of the deponents, teftimony re.- 
quires that thjs number be fuffici- 
ently great. And becaufe a fa6l is 
always better known, the more cir- 
cumftantial it is, and becaufe a le- 
cret combination amongft the depo* 
nents is never leis prefumable, than 
when the depolitions comprehend 
the eliential circumftances of the 
^61, without refembling each other 
in manner and in form, teftimony 
demands circumftantial depolitions, 
which concur together^ and yet are 
varied in form and expreflions. If 

it 
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it Ihould happen, that certain fails, 
attefted by different eye-witneiles, 
run counter to their moft ancient, 
moft deeply-rooted, and moft be* 
loved prejudices, the fidelity of their 
depofitions will increafe in propor* 
tion to the certainty that they were 
deeply tin6lured with thofe preju- 
dices. If it fhould be found at the 
lame time, that the witnefles united 
to the moft eflential conditions of 
teftimony, fome tranfcendent quali- 
ties not to be difcovered in ordinary 
w^itnefTes; if to found fenfe and ir- 
reproachable manners they jomed 
eminent virtues, tl>e moft univerfal, 
conftant, and a6live benevolence; if 
this had never been denied by their 
very enemies; if they perfe vered in 
their teftiriiony with heroic conftan- 
cy, and even fealed it with their 

bloody 



la INTRODUCTION. 

blood, it would appear, that fuch a 
teftimony muft have all the force of 
which human teftimony can be fuf- 
ceptible. If, therefore, the witnef- 
fes whom the Meflenger has cho fen, 
unite in their own perfbns £6 many 
ordinary and extraordinary condi* 
tions, I ftiould think, iays the au- 
thor, tlhiat I could not reje6l their 
depofitions without a6ling in dire6l 
violence to my reafon. 

But, continues he, it is undoubt- 
edly the 'fir ft condition of teftimony, 
that the fafts attefted be not phyli- 
cally impoffible, or contrary to the 
laws of nature. Now the moft con- 
ftant experience declares againft the 
phyfical poffibility of the refurrec- 
tion of -the dead. Neverthelefs, 
witnelTes, fuppofed highly worthy 

• of 
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of credit, atteft, that a dead man has 
rilen again. It appears lels proba- 
ble, fays M. Bonnet, that a witnels 
eminently virtuou? would atteft a 
fallhood, than that a body ftiould 
undergo a modification contrary to 
the common courfe of nature; be- 
caufe, fays he, I clearly difcover a 
caufe and end for this modification ; 
but far from difcovering any fuffi- 
■ cient reafon why fuch a witnefs 
fhould deceive me, I difcover, on 
I the contrary, many very powerful 
1 motives to induce him to conceal 
1 the fa6t, if the love of the truth had 
I not predominated in his breaft- — 
I And if feveral witnefTes of this def- 
I cription concur in attefling the fame 
miraculous fa6t; if they conltantly 
\ perfifl in their depolitions; if by fo 
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doing they evidently expofe the: 
l^lves to the greateft calamities, a 
to death itlelf, the impofture of fu 
witnelies would be a violation oft 
laws of the mor?d world, whi 
could not be fuppofed, withe 
contradi6ling all the notions 
common fenfe. Experience inde 
proves, that according to the coi 
mon courfe of nature, the dead i 
not rife again ; but it can nev 
prove, that it is phyfically impofEt 
for the dead to rife again. Fro 
the uniformity of the courle of n 
ture, it can never be logically arg 
ed againft the teftimony, that tl: 
uniformity is not conjlant: for tl 
experience which attefts the unifo 
'mity of the courfe of nature, do 
not in the leaft degree prpve, th 

th 
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this courfe cannot be changed or 
modified*. 



It would alfo be a contradi6lion 
to all the notions of common fenfe 
to imagine, that flichwitneffes could 
be deceived. For it is fuppoied, that 
they attefted very palpable fa6ls5 ^^ 
which the fenfes could judge as well 
as of any other fails, and which the 
witneffes were very much intereft- 
ed to have alcertained. The fenfes 
furely were fufficient to afceitain 
that a paralytic walks, that a blind 
man fees, that a dead man rifes 
again. The fuppofition, that fuch 
witnelles could not be deceivers, is 
principally founded on their inte- 

f Vid. Dr. Campbell's Eflay on Miracles, 
and particularly the Notes of the French 
Tranilator. 
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grity. And the probability of tbi? 
fuppolition would be very much 
augmented, if the fa6ls in queftion 
were of fuch a nature, that they 
could not be believed by men of good 
fenfe, if they had not been true. 
A falfe do6lrine5 no doubt, may ea- 
lily gain credit : for it is tlie pro- 
vince of the underftanding to judge 
of doftrine, and it may not be al- 
ways provided with- the knowledge 
liecelTary for difcovering falfhood in 
certain cafes. But as to things which 
iS^St all the fenfes, things of public 
nOl^iety, things which happen in 
times and^ places full of gainfayers, 
things which combat national, poli- 
tical, and religious prejudices, how 
could impoftors, who had not en- 
tirely loft their fenfes, flatter them- 
felves for a fingle moment that they 

could 
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could procure credit to fuch things ? 
Surely they would not think of per- 
luading their own countrymen and 
contemporaries, that a man, known 
by* all the world, and who died in 
public, was rifen again : that at the 
death of this man, there was dark- 
nels over the whole country for fe- 
veral hours ; that the earth ftiook, 
&c. If thele impoftors are illiterate 
men, and of theloweftrank, it would 
be ftill farther from their thoughts 
to pretend to fpt^k foreign langua- 
ges, and they would not dare to 
throw upon a numerous fociety the 
abfurd reproach, that it abufes an 
extraordinary gift, which it had 
never received. It is not at all pro- 
bable, that fuch fa6ls could ever 
have been adniitted, had they been 
f alfe. This would appear ftill more 
B 3 im^ro-' 
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the air of a miracle, and muft en- 
gage them to be very fcrupulous of 
admitting the proofs, which are ad* 
duced in matters of this kind. 

But will the vifions of alchymy 
determine aphilofopherto rejeft the 
truths of chemiftry? Becaufe many- 
books in phyfics and hiftory contain 
fallacious obfervations, controverti- 
tible and rafhly hazarded fadts, will, 
a rational Iceptic draw a general 
conclufion againft all books of phy- 
fics and hiftory? Will he extend this 
conclufion to all the obfervations, 
to all the fafts indifcriminately ? 

If many religious opinions have 
borrowed the aid of miracles, this 
very circumftance would feem to 
prove, that at all times miracles 

have 
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have been confidered as the moft 
expreffive language which the Di- 
vinity could addrefs to men, and as 
the moft charadteriflic feal which he 
could affix to the miffion of his 
meffengers. 

Upon comparing the miracles, at- 
tefted by the witnefles, whole depo- 
fitions are afterwards to be more 
particularly examined, with the fa6ts . 
produced in favour of certain reli- 
gious opinions, the moft enormous 
difference is apparent. The former 
feem lb fuperior in kind, in number, 
in diverfity, in unity, in duration, 
in notoriety, in their dire6l and par- 
ticular utility, and elpecially in the 
importance of their general delign, 
in the magnitude of their confequen- ' 
ces, and the force of their teftimo- 
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nies, that it muft be admitted they 
are at leaft very probable ; while 
the others muft be reje6led5 as mere 
inventions, equally ridiculous in 
themfelves, and unworthy of the 
wifdom and majefty or the Lord of 
the world. 

If in the molt enlightened age of 
the world, and in the capital of a 
great kingdom, miracles were pre- 
tended to be wrought by convul- 
fions ; if a man high in office has 
publillied thofe pretended miracles j 
if he has endeavoured to fupport 
them by- different teftimonies ; if a 
numerous fociety has adduced Wiofe 
fads, as proofs bf the truth of its 
opinion relpe6ling a' paflage in a 
treatife of theology ; in all this no- 
thing can be feen but a burlefque 
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invention, demonftrating the moft 
amazing deviations of human rea- 
Ibn. 

Becaufe error has had its martyrs 
as well as the truth, martyrs can- 
not be confidfefed as imdoubted 
proofe of the truth of an opinion : 
but if men of virtue and good fenfe 
luffer martyrdom in lupport of an 
opinion, it may be lawfully conclud- 
ed, that they were perfuaded, at 
leaft, of the truth of that opinion. 
if upon enquiring, therefore, into 
the foundations of that opinion, it 
be found, that thofe were fa6ls, 
which were'fo palpable, fo numer- 
ous, fo different, fo linked together, 
and fo conne6ted with a moft impor- 
tant end, that it was morally ihl- 
poflible that the witnefles could be 
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deceived, their martyrdom muft be 
confidered as the laft feal of their 
tellimony. 

And if tlie declared enemies of 
the witnefles, their own country- 
men and contemporaries, fliould af - 
cribe the greateft part of the mira- 
culous fafts to a caufe very different 
from that afligned by the witnelles, 
this circumftance would appear an 
indireft acknowledgment of thofe 
fa6ls : for men do not afcribe a caufe 
for fails which they think falfe; 
but they deny them, and prove their 
falfity, iif they are able to do fo. — 
This acknowledgment will acquire 
great force, if thofe enemies of the 
witneffeswere at the fame time their 
lawflil fuperiors, and if they poiTeC- 
fed all the means which power and 

autho- 
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authority can fupply, to confute a 
prefumptuousimpofture ; and if they 
never confuted it. What fhould we 
think then, if we learned that the 
witnefies/ whom their own magi- 
ftrates could not confound, conilant- 
ly perfevered in charging thofe ma- 
giftrateswith the greateft of crimes, 
and that they even dared to accule 
them face to face ? 
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SECTION I. 

GENERAL CHARACTERS OF THE 
WITNESSES OF THE GOSPEL, 
AND OF THEIR DEPOSITION. 

BOOK, faid to contain the 
faithful depolitions of men, who call 
themfelves witnefles and fervants 
of a MelTenger from heaven, is put 
into my hand. I examine this book 
with all poflible attention, and con- 
fefs, the more I examine it, the 
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more I am ftruck with the charao 
ters of probability, originality,, and 
grandeur, which I dilcover in it 
and which, in my opinion, re^.der 
it a moll fingular and inimitable 
work. 

The elevation of thought, the ma- 
jeftic fimplicity of expreflion ; the 
beauty, the purity and harmony of 
the do6lrine ; the importance, uni- 
yerfality, and fmall number of the 
precepts j their admirable fuitable- 
nels to the nature and neceflities of 
man ; . the ardent charity fo generouf. 
ly enforced ; the un6Uon, the force 
and gravity of the language; its 
concealed and truly philolbphical 
meaning ; thefe elpecially arreftmy 
attention, becaufe I do not find them 
in any produ6Uon of the human 

mind, 
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mind, in the fame degree of excel- 
lence. 



I am, at the fame time, very 
much ftruck with the candour, the 
ingenuoufnels, the modefty, and, I 
muft add, the humility of the writ- 
ers, and with that lingular and per- 
petual negle6t of themfelves, which 
never allows them to intermingle 
their own refle6tions, nor even the 
leaft eulogium in recoimting the ao- 
tions of their Mailer* 

When I leethele writers narrating 
-with lb much fimplicity and cool- 
nefi, the moft weighty matters, and 
never attempting to aftonilh, but 
always to enlighten and convince, 
I muft acknowledge, that their fole 
end is to atteft to mankind a truth, 
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which they judge to be of the high- 
eft importance to their happinefs. 

As they ap^ar to me entifely oc- 
cupied with this truth, and inattehi- 
tive to their own perfonal concerns, 
it does not furprize me, that they 
fliould look to it alone ; that their- 
ohly wilhes are to esiiibit it to vievir,; 
and that they nev^t think of givitig 
it embellilhments. With the ut- 
moft finiplicity therefore do they fay, 
The leper Jlretched out hh hdrid^ and 
it was rejlored whole. The Jick man 
took up his hedj and walked. 

This book exhibits the trae^^///«^ .• 
forwhen it ipeaks of God, nothing 
can l5e more truly fo, than He wills^ 
and the thing is done. But I can eafily 
judge, that this fublimity is found 

in 
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in it, for this reafon only, that the 
thing itfelf is oi ?ca extraordinary na- 
ture, and that the writers reprefent- 
ed it juft as they faw it, juft as it 
was, and have not mixed with it 
any other matter. 

Thefe writers appear not only to 
poflefs the moft perfe6t ingenuonf- 
nefs, and even to make no attempts 
to diiTemble their own f a\ilts, but, 
what is moft furprizing, they have 
not diiTembled certain circumftances 
of the life and fufferings of their 
Majier^ which, in the eyes of the 
world, do not tend to elevate his 
glory. If they had fupprelTed them, 
they would moft alfuredly have 
been beyond the reach of difcovery, 
and their adverfaries could not have 
drawn any advantage from them. 
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They have not fimply mentioned, 
but given them in full detaiL I am 
therefore obliged to admit, that in 
their writings they propofed no 
other end, but to render teftimony 
to the truth. 

Was it poffible, I frequently alk 
myfelf, that thofe fifhermen, who 
performed greater things than their 
Matter did, who laid to the lame. 
Rife and nvalk^ and he walks^ fhould 
have had not the fmalleft particle 
of vanity, and difdained the ap- 
plaufes of the people, who were; 
ipeftators of their prodigies? 

With eqnal admiration and fur- 
prize, therefore, I read thefe words : 
" Ye men of Ifrael, why mangel ye 
^' at this, and why look ye fo ear- 

" neftly 



i 
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^^ neftly upon us, as ikough hy our 
" own power and holinefi we had 
" made this man to walk ?'* Can I 
forget the humility, dilintereftednefs 
and truth, exprefled in this charac- 
teriftical palTage ? I have a heart 
made for feeling, and I confels lam 
moved every time I read thele 
words. 

"What are theie men, therefore, 
who, when nature obeys their voice, 
are afraid that this obedience fhould 
be afcribed to their own power and 
holinefs ? Can I reje6l luch wit- 
nelTes ? Is it conceivable, that fuch 
things could have been invented? 
And how many other things do I 
difcover, which are indiflblubly 
linked to thele, and which do not 
naturally occur to the human mind ! 



34 INTERESTING VIEWS 



SECTION II. 

PARTICULAR CHARACTER OF 
THE DEPOSITION. — HAS IT 
BEKJJI FORMALLY CONTRA- 
DICTED BY CONTEMPORARY 
DEPOSITIONS OF EQUAL FORCE? 



I 



KNOW that feveral parts of the 
depolition appeared in a very fhort 
time after the events, attefted by the 
witneiles. . If thefe are the work of 
any impoftor, he will undoubtedly 
take great care, not to be very cir- 
cumftantial in his narrative, that he 
may not furnifh the ready means of 
his own jconf ulion. Nothing, how- 
ever, can be more circumjiantial^ 
than this depojiiion now before me : 

in 
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in it I find the names of feveral per- 
fbnsj their quality, their offices, their 
places of abode, tlieir maladies : I 
lee places, times, circumftances, 
jdiftin^ly marked^ and a hundred 
other minute details; all which 
concur in determining the event mofl: 
precifely. In a word, I cannot doubt 
but that if I had lived in the place, 
and at the time in which the depo/t-^ 
tjon was publifhed, it would have 
been very ealy for me to afcertain 
the truth of the fa^s. And tliis 
fiirely I ftiould not have failed to 
do; would it have been iiegle6ted 
by the moft obfiinate and powerfiil 
enemies of the witnelfes ? 

I fearch therefore in the hiftory of 
the times, iox depojitims formally 
contradicting the depofition of the 
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and the aftonifhing fuccels of the 
teftimony given to the fa<Hs upon 
wliich they grounded their aceufati . 
on. How eaiily could ttiagiftratcs, 
who had in their hands the manage- 
ment of the police, have judicially 
contradi6led this teftimony! How 
much were they interefted to do fo ! 
What might not have been the efre6l 
of a judicial and circumftantial de- 
pofition, bearing on every page a 
refutation of that- of the witnefles ? 

Since, therefore, the fociety^ of 
which I am fpeaking, cannot pro- 
duce in its own favour a depojiiion of 
this Ibrt, r am juftly authorized to 
think, that it never could advance 
any valid obje6tion againft the nviU 
nejjes. 



It 
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It comes ftrongly into my mind, 
that the friends of the witnefles, af- 
ter they became powerful, might 
have deftroyed the writings adverfe 
to their caufe. But they have not 
been able to-deftroy this gre^it Jociety^ 
their declared enemy ; and they did 
not become powerful till many ages 
after the e-vent^ which was the prin- 
cipal objeft of the ttjiimony. I am, 
therefore, obliged to abandon a fup- 
poiition, which appears to be defl 
titute of foundation. 

While \kM^ Jenvijh fociely confines 
itfelf to the moft vague aocufations of 
impofture, I fee the wiinejjes infert 
in their writings, examinaiions before 
the magiftrates and principal do6lors 
of the Ibciety, and interrogations put 
by tliem: which prove, atleaft, that 
C a , they 
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they were not indifferent to what 
pafled in their capital. 

I cannot prefume there was any 
fuch indifference ; the improbability 
of the thing is too great. I pre- 
fume, on the contrary, that thole 
magiftrates or do6lors did not neg- 
left to inform themfelVes of the 
fa6ls, I, therefore, fcrutinize the 
examinations and interrogaticns^ con- 
tained in the writings of the witnejjes^ 
or of their firft adherents. And as 
thefe writings have not been formal- 
ly contradi6led by men, who had 
the greateft reafon to do fo, I can- 
not, I think, deny tliat they are of 
great force. 

I always tafte a new pleafure, 
when I perufe thofe interefting in-- 
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terrogaiions ; the more I perufe tliem, 
the more I admire the exquifite 
judgment, the lingular precifion^ 
the noble courage and candour, 
which fhine forth in the anfivers. 
Here the truth appears to ilFue from 
all fides, and a reading is fiifficierit 
to convince any man, thatfuch^i^^ 
could not have been forged. If they 
are an invention, where are there 
fuch inventions ? 
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SECTION HL 

THE MAN LAME FROM HIS 
BIRTH. 

X HE witnefTes fcarcely com-, 
mence their atteftation of what they 
call the truth^ when I fee them 
brought before the tribunals of the 
capital. They are examined and in» 
terrogated, and boldly atteft, before 
thofe tribunals, the fame things 
which they had attefted before the 
people. 

A man lame from his birth re- 
ceives a cure. Two of the witnejjes 
are confidered as the authors of this 
cure. The fenators fummon them, 
and put this queftion to them, 
^^ By ivhai power ^ or by what name^ 

" have 
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" have ye done this ?" The queftion 
is precife, and in form. " Te riders 
of the people^' anlwer the witnefies, 
^^ if we tliis day be examined of the 
^' good deed done to the impotent 
" man^ by what means he is made 
^ whole, be it known unto you all, 
^^ and to all the people;, that by the 
^ name otjefm Chriji of Nazareth^ 
^ whom ye crucified, whom God 
^^ raifed from the dead, by him doth 
" this man ftand here before you 
V whok.^' 

What ! do the two fifhermen make 
no attempts to conciliate the favour 
of their judges ? They begin by 
openly reproaching them with an 
atrocious crime, and conclude with 
affirming the moft fhocking fact, in 
the eyes of thofe judges ! 

C 4 INo^ 
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Now if he who wa$ crucified by 
the magiftrates was juftl/ put to 
deathj ifhe is not rifen again, if the 
miracle wrought upon the blind man 
be another fraud ; thefe magiftrates, 
who undoubtedly pollels proofs of 
all this, will loudly and publicly re- 
proach the two nviineffes with their 
effrontery, their impofture, and 
wicked contrivance, and punifh 
them with the utmoft rigour. 

I continue to read the narrative. 
When the rulers of the people faw 
the boldnefs of the two difciples, 
and perceived that they were un- 
learned and ignorant men, they 
marvelled; and they took know- 
ledge of them, that they had been 
with him that was crucified : and 
beholding the man. who was healed 

ftanding 
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ftanding with them, they could fay 
nothing againft it. And whei th^y 
had commanded them to go afide 
out of the council, they conferred 
among themfelves. " And when 
" they had conferred, they called 
" them, and commanded them not 
'^ to Ipeak at all, nor teach ia the 
" name of the crucified Jefus/* 

What do I behold ! Thofe magif- 
trates, fb deeply prejudiced againft 
the nvHneJJes^ and, their declared ene- 
mies, cannot confound them ! Thofe 
magiftrates, to whom two of the 
witneffes have Ipoken with fo much 
boldnels, and io little caution, con- 
fine themfelves to threats and forbid- - 
dinc[ them to teach ! Has the lame 
man- then been healed ? But in the 
name of the crucifed he was healed. 
C 5 "^^s. 
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Has he then rifen again? Do the 
magiftrates then tacitly acknowledge 
this reJurreSlim ? Their conduct ap- 
pears to me to demonftrate, at leall, 
that they could not prove the con-? 
trary, 

I cannot reafonably fuppofe^ that 
the hiftorian of the filhermen has 
fabricated this whole procedure; be- 
caufe it does not belong to me, who 
am removed, more than feventeen 
centuries, from that hiftorian, to form 
againft him an accufation, which 
ought to have been brought forward 
by his contemporaries^ particularly 
by the countrymen of the witneiles ; 
and becaule this has never been 
brought forward, or has at Icaft ne- 
ver been proved. 
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I learn from this writer, that j/JV/^ 
thcujond perfms/sRe^ei converted at the 
fight of th^ miracle. I Ihall not 
fay, that thele are five thoufand 
witneffes ; I have not their depofi* 
tiona ; but I will fay, that io confi- 
derabk a number of converts is at 
leaft a proof of the notoriety of the 
fadl. I fhall not pretend to fay, 
that this number is e;s:aggerated ; be - 
caule I have no valid authority to 
oppqfe againft the writer, and my 
fin^ple negative would be no authori- 
ty againil his exprefs affirmative. 

I cannot reiifl: dwelling a little 
upon fome expreffions of this inte- 
refling narrative. 

Stick as I have^ give I thee: in the 
name of the I^Qrd^ rife up and nvalk! 
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Such as I have ^ give I thee: he has 
nothing but the power to make a 
lame man walk, and this power re- 
fides in a poor fifherman. In the 
name of the Lord^ rife up and walk! 
How precile! How fiiblimel How 
^worthy the majefty of Him who 
commandeth nature I 

Ifnve he examined for the good deed 
done to the impotent man; it is an aft 
of mercy, not of oftentation. They 
did not make figns appear in the 
heavens : they did a good deed to an 
impotent man: o-^^^j^indeed ! and in the 
fimplicity of an honeft and virtuous 
heart. 

Wiiom ye crucified^ and nvhom Uod 
raffed from the dead. No falvo, no 
palliative, no conlideration, no per- 

Ibnal 
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Ibnal fears; are they therefore very 
fure of their faft, and under no ap- 
prehenfions of being confounded? 
When fpeaking to the people, they 
had laid. We wot that through igfuh 
ranee ye did it : they do not fay ib 
before the tribunal. They were ap- 
parently afraid of having the air of 
flattering their judges, and defiring 
to obtain their favour. Whom ye 
crucified^ and whom God raifed from 
the dead. 



S^C^ 
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SECTION IV. 

ST. PAUL, 

1 Continue to turn over the hifto* 
rian of the witnelies, and quickly 
meet with the hiftory of a young 
man, who excites my curiofity very 
much. 

Though educated at the foot of a 
lage, he does not glory in imitating 
his moderation. His lively, ardent, 
courageous chara6ler5 his perfecu- 
ting fpirit, his blind attachment to 
the fanguinary maxims of a domi- 
neering fcSt^ make him paffionately 
deiirous of diftinguifhing himfelf 
in the open war which that ie6t de. 

clares 



OF CHRISTIANITY. 5 1 

clares againit the uitMffis. He ac- 
cordingly confents to the violent 
death of one of the witnefles, and 
affifis at the execution. But his im- 
petuous fanatical zeal being iniatia- 
ble, and not to be confined within the 
circle erf" the capital, he goes to his 
liiperiors, and demands letters from 
them, authorizing him to perfecute 
the adherents of the new opinion in 
ftrange cities. 

He fets but, accompanied by Se- 
veral attendants ; he breathes threaU 
enings andjlaughter ; and yet arrives 
not at the place of his deftination, 
before he himlelf becomes a minis- 
ter of Jefus Chrift. That city, whi- 
ther he was going, to vent his rage 
againfl the infant fociety, is the very 
place in which he commences his 

public 
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public miniftry, and his atteftation 
of the fa6l$ attefted by the witnejfes 
of the truth of Chriftianity. 

The mc^al world has its laws as 
well as the phyjical: men do not 
throw off their charafters all at once, 
and without a caufe, they do not, 
all at once ; and without a caufe, re^ 
nounce their mofl: deeply rooted, 
their deareft, and, in their own 
eyes, moft lawful prejudices, and 
ntiuch left the prejudices of birth, of 
education, and of religion in parti- 
cular. 

What then has happened upon 
the road to this furious perfecutor, 
to render him all at once the zea- 
lous difciple of Him whom he per- 
fecuted? For I mull neceflarily fup- 

pofe 
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pofe a caufe, and a great caufe too, 
for £b fudden and extraordinary a 
change. His hiftorian, and he him . 
felfj inform me of this caufe: a 
light from heaven Ihone around 
him : its brightnefs deprived him 
of fight: he fell to the ground, and 
heard the voice of the MelTenger 
addreffing him. 

In a very fhort time, he becomes 
the objeft of the fury of that fedl 
-which he has abandoni^d : he is drag-' 
ged to prifons ; brought before the 
tribunals of his own nation, and be- 
fore thofe of ftrangers ; and every 
where attefts, with equal firmnefs 
and conftancy^j the fa^s depofed by 
the firft witmjps. 

I take 
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I take pleafurCj in particular, to 
follow him before a ftrange tribu- 
nal, where a king of his own nation 
happened to be prefent. There I 
hear him recount, in minute detail, 
the hiftory of his converfion : he 
does not diflemble his former fury ; 
nay, he paints it in the ftrongeft co- 
lours : Whm they were put to deaths 
fays he, I gave my voice againjl them : 
I oft compelled them to hlafphem^; and 
being exceedingly mad againjl them^ 2 
perfecuted them even untojlrange cities. 
He then proceeds to the extraordi** 
narycircumftances of his converfion, 
relates what followed it, attefts the 
refurre(Slion of Jefus, and concludes 
with an addrefs to his judge : Th§ 
king knoweth of thefe things^ before 
whom alfo I fpeak freely ; for I am 
perfuadedy that none of thefe things are 

hidden 
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hidden from him j for this thing was 
not done in a corner. 



- Is the new wiinefs^ therefore, not 
more afraid, than the firft were, of 
being contradi(?ted ? becaufe he 

' fpeaks of things which were ttot done 
in a comer. And I am not much 
fiirprized to fee that this difcourfe 
ftaggers the prince : Almojl thou per^ 

ftuulejl me. Does the prince then be^ 
lieve him to be an impojior ? 

This witnefs had advanced the 
iame things in the capital, when 
Ipeaking to a numerous aflembly of 
the people, and was not interrupted 
until he had Ihocked an ancient and 
favourite prejudice of this proud na- 
tion, refpeiting tlie calling of the 
Gentiles. 
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^^ lee my face any more. • . . I have 
^^ coveted no man's lilver, or gold, 
"or apparel; and you yourfelves 
^' know, that thefe hands have mi- 
" niftered to my neceffities, and to 
*^ them that were with me. I have 
^' fhewn you all things, how that, 
- " lb labouring, you ought to fup- 
" port the weak, and to remember 
" the words of the Lord, that it 
^' is more blelled to give, than to 

5' receive. My face Thefe 

"hands—/' 

I. am aftonifhed at tlie number, 
the kind, the greatuels, and the du- 
ration of the labours and trials of 
this extraordinary perfonage : and 
if glory is to be meafured by im- 
portance of deiign, noblenels of 
motives, and obftacles to be fur- 
mounted. 
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mounted, he muft be confidered as 
a true hera 

But this hero has himfelf writ- 
ten : I ftudy his produftions, and 
am ftruck with the extreme dilin- 
tereftedneis, the gentlenefs, the lin- 
gular un6lion5 and above all the 
fublime benevolence, which fliine 
in all his writings. The whole hu- 
man race is notjlraiiened in his heart. 
There is no branch of morality, 
which does not vegetate and bring 
forth fruit with him. He is himfelf 
a Morality which lives and breathes, 
and is inceliantly in a6lion. He 
gives at once example and precept : 
and what precepts ! 

^^ Let your charity be without dill 
<^ fimulation. Abhor that which is 
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" evilj cleave to that which is good. 
" Be kindly afFe6lioned one to ano- 
" ther with brotherly love ; in ho- 
" nour preferring one another ; not 
" flothful in bulinels; diftributijig 
" to the neceffitous ; given to hoC- 
" pitality. Blefs them who perfe- 
^' cuteyoii. Blels, and curfe not. 
" Rejoice with them tliat rejoice, 
" and weep with them that weep. 
^^ Be of the fame mind one towards 
^' aiother. Mind not high things, 
" but be condefcending. Be not 
" v/ife in your own conceits." 

Hqw could a morality fo exalted, 
lb pure, and fb well adapted to the 
wants of univerfal fbciety, be dic- 
tated by the very man w/20 breathed 
ihreatenings and Jlaughter^ and who 

placed 



/ 
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placed his delight and glory in tor- 
turing his fellow-men ? But, above 
all, how has fuch a man come all 
at once to pra^ife a morality fo per- 
fe6l ? Has HE, then, who came to 
recal men \to thofe grand maxims, 
Jpoken to him ? 

What Ihall I fay alfo of that ad- 
mirable pifture of charily^ fb full 
of warmth and life, exhibited in 
another work of this extraordinary 
moralift, and which I am never 
wearied of contemplating? It is, 
however, notthepi^ure itfelf which 
fb much commands my attention, 
as the occalion wliich produced it. 
Of all the gifts which men can ob- 
tain or exercife,. there is, beyond all 
contradiclion, none more calculated 
D to 
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to flatter their vanity than miracu- 
lous gifts. Mean and illiterate men, 
who all at once are enabled to fpeak 
foreign languages, are very much 
tempted to make a parade of fb 
extraordinary a gift, and to forget 
its end. 

Accordingly, by a numerous ib- 
ciety of new converts, founded by 
this illuftrious man, this gift is very 
foon abuled : he delays not to write 
to them, and in the ftrongeft terms 
to recal them to the true employ- 
ment of miracles : he hefitates not 
highly to prefer before dll miraculous 
gifts, that fublime benevolence, 
which he calls charity^ and which, 
according to him, is the moft per- 
I e6l affemblage of all the focial vir- 
tues. 
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tues. ^'Though I fpeak with the 
^ tongues of men and angels, and 
^^ have not charity,- 1 am iDecome as 
" founding brafs, or a tinkling cym- 
^ bal. And though I have the gift 
" of prophecy, and underftand -all 
^^ myfteries and all knowledge ; and 
" though r have all faith, fo that I 
^' could remove mountains, and 
^^ have not charity, I am nothing." 

How has this fage learned to 
make fo juft an ellimate of things ? 
How is he not dazzled with the 
eminent gifts he polTelles, or at 
leaft believes he poflelles ? Would an 
impoftor ufe them in this manner ? 
Who diicovered to him that miracles 
are only iimple flgns to ihe?n<who da 
not yet believe ? Who-taught this fana- 
D a tical 
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tical perfecutor to prefer the love of 
mankind to the moll brilliant gifts ? 
In the precepts and virtues of the dit 
ciple, can I fail to perceive the effica-? 
cious voice of that Mafter, who facri- 
ficed himfelf for the human race? 



SEC 
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SECTION V. 

THE MAN BORN BLIND* 

HE depofltion of the wihieffes^ 
contain frequent interrogatories^ which 
very much excite my attention. In 
thefe muft I chiefly fearch for the 
fburces of Hie probability of Xht fails 
attefted. If^ as I have remarked, 
thefe interrogatories have never 
been formally contradifted by thole 
who had the greateft intereft to do- 
lb, I cannot reafbnably refufe the 
conlequences which naturally fol- 
low. 

Among thefe interrogatories, there/ 

is one in- particular which I never 

D 3 x^-^iL 
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read without a fecret pleafure ; that 
relpe6ling a man born blind, who 
was cured by the Meflenger. This 
miracle greatly aftoniflies all who 
had known the blind man ; it occu- 
pies their whole thoughts and con- 
verfations. They bring him before 
the Do6lors : the Doftors interro- 
gate him, and demand how he had 
recehed his Jight? He put day upon 
mine efesy replied he, and I wajhedy 
and do fee. 

The Do6lors are not difpoled to 
believe the fa(^. They doubt, and 
are divided. They wifh to fatisfy 
their doubts; and fufpe6ling that 
the man had not been bl/ndj they call 
his parents^ and afk them, Is this 
yourjon^ whom you Jay was born blind? 
How then doth he nowjee? 

The 



OF CHUISTIANITY. 6^ 

The parents anfwer, ** We know 
^i that this is our fon, and that he 
^* was born blind; but by what 
" means he now feeth, we know 
" not: he is of age^ alk him: he 
^' wiU fpeak for himfelf." 

The Do6tors a fecond time inter- 
rogate the man that was blind: 
'^ Give God the praife/' fay they, 
'' we know that he, who thou fayeft 
" ppened thine eyes, is a finncr/' 
^^ Whether he be a finner,'" replies 
he, " I know not : one thing I know, 
^^ that whereas I was blind, now I 
«• fee/' 

, Upon this ingenuous anfwer, the. 

Doctors recur to their firft queftion, 

" What did he to thee ? how open- 

" ed he thine eyes?'' " I have told 

D4 " yotr 
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" you already," replies the man, 
equally firm as ingemious ; " where?^. 
" fore would you hear it again ? 
" Will you alfo be his difciples?" ' 

At this reply the Ifcdlors are ir- 
ritated: they revile him. "We know 
" not/' fay they, " from whence he 
" is5ofwhomthoulpeakeft""J^Ay,. 
" herein is a marvellous things that ye 
" krmv not from whence he is^** bold- 
ly replies this man of candour and 
good fenfe, " and yet he has ^prned 
^^ mine eyes^^ &Ci. 

How fimple ! how natural ! how 
precife ! how interefting ! how cohe- 
rent! If the truth be not told hwe, 
by what chara6lers fhall I be able: 
to difcover it ? 

SEC. 
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SECTION VI. 

THE RESyjlRECTION OF THE 
FOUNDER. 



B 



^UT of all the judicial proc^dings 
contained in the dtpojition of the wit- 
nefles, there is unqueftionably none 
more important; than that which 
immediately concerns the perfon of 
the Meflenger himfelE It is alfb 
the moft circumftantial, the ofteneft 
repeated, and that to which all the 
witneffes make the moft dire6t and 
moft freqiient allufions. Here their 
teflimony always, centres. I meet 
with it in all the principal parts of 
Xkie depojilion ; and when I compare 
them with one another, upon this 
D 5 effen^ 



"JO INTEftESTING VIEWS 

eflential pointj they appear very 

harmonious. 



The Meffenger is feizfed, examin* 
edj and interrogated by the magi- 
ftratesofhis own nation: they charge 
him to declare who he is : he does 
fo : his anfwer is called blafpkemy : 
falle witnelles are brought againft 
hinij and they equivocate : he is con- 
demned, and delivered over to a 
fuperior and foreign tribunal : there 
he is again interrogated : he gives 
nearly the fame anfwers; the judge, 
convinced of his innocence, is de- 
lirous of releaiing him ; the magi- 
ftrates, who condemned him, per-. 
lift in demanding his death : they 
intimidate the fuperior judge, who 
abandons him to tlieir fury: he is 
crucified, and buried : the magiftrates 

feal 
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leal up the fepulchre: they place 
their own guards upon it^ and in a 
very Ihort time after, the witnefles 
atteft in the capital, and before thofe 
very magiftrates, t^at ht who wm 
crucijied is rifen agairu 

« Thefe are the moft eflentiarfa6ls : 
I compare them together, and ana- 
lyze them; and difcover only two 
hypothefes which can latisfa6lorily 
account for Xhefnal event. 

Either the witnefles have carried 
away the body, or tlie Meflenger is 
really rilen again- I muft decide 
between thele two.hypotheles, for I 
cannot difcover a third. 

In the firft place, I confider the 
particular opinions, the prejudices, 

the 
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the chara6ler of the witnefles; I ob- 
ferve their condu6l, their circum- 
'ftancesj the fituation of their fpirits p: 
and of their hearts, before and after N 
the death of their Majkr. 

In the fecond place, I examine the* 
prejudices, chara6ler, condii6l, and 
allegations of their adverfaries. 

The country of the witnefles h 
fufficient to point out their opinions 
and prejudices in the general. I. 
know that their nation profefles to 
expe6t a temporal deliverer, and* • 
that he is the deareft obje6t of their 
wifhes and hopes. The witnefles,. 
therefore, alfo expe6t this deliverer;, 
and I find in their writings^ many 
circumllances which confirm me in 
this opinion, and prove that they 

were 
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were perfuaded, that He whom they 
call their Mafter was to be this tem^' 
poral deliverer. In vain does this 
Mafter endeavour to fpiritualize 
their ideas : they do not diveft them-' 
felves of the national prejudice, by 
which they arefo ftrongly poflcfled. 
We trufted that it had been tie who 
Jhould have redeemed our nation. 

Thefe men, whole ideas rile not 
above fenfible things, have a iim- 
plicity and timidity, which they 
themlelves do not conceal. Every 
moment they miftake the meaning 
of their Mafter's dilcourfes;^and 
when he is feized, they fly. The 
moft zealous amongft them, thrice, 
and even with imprecations, denies 
that he ever knew him ; and I fee 
this Ihameful cowardice minutely 

defcrib- 
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defcribed in the four principal depo^ 
[fitions. 

I cannot doubt for one moment, 
but that they were thoroughly per- 
luaded of the reality of the miracles 
wrought by their Majler j for their 
Jenfes alone were fufficient to afcer- 
tain that a paralytic walks; that a 
mail formerly blindj now fees; that 
a dead man rifes again. Neither 
can I doubt, that they were attach- 
ed to this Mafter by a train of ideas, 
which they had formed to them- 
felves refpe6ling the end of his mif. 
lion. The attachments of men have 
always a foundation ; and the men 
of whom I fpeak, muft have hoped 
for fomething from him, to whole 
fate they had linked their own. 

Tkey 
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They hopecLy then, at leaft, that he 
would have redeemed their nation 
from a foreign yoke : but that Mat- 
ter, from whom they expe6ted this 
great deliverance, is betrayed, die* 
livered up, abandoned, condemned, 
crucified and buried, and with him 
all their temporal hopes vanifh*— 
He who hadfaved idhers^ could jtotfave 
himfelf: his enemies triumph, his 
friends are humbled, aftonifhed, and 
confounded. 

In fuch delperate circumftances, 
will the witnefles conceive the ex- 
travagant proje^ of carrying away 
the body of their Mafter? Shall I 
eafily perfuade myfelf^ that iiich a 
proje6t could have entered into the 
heads of people fb fimple, fo unpo^ 
lilhed, fo timid, fo devoid of- in- 
trigue ? 
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trigue ? What ! will thofe very men, 
who have but now abandoned their 
Mafter in fb cowardly a minner, 
form all at once the ftrans^e refblu- 
tion of carrying away his body, in 
oppofitiori to the lecular arm ! Will 
they openly expofe themfelves to 
the greateft dangers! Will they 
brave a certain and cruel death! 
And with what views ? 

Either they are perluaded that 
their Mafter will rife again^ or they 
are not : if they are, it is evident, 
that they Wiil refign his body to the 
Divine Power ; if they are not, all 
their /^/;at/>(?r«/ hopes muft be annihi- 
lated. Vi^hat then, could they pro- 
pofe to themfelves by carrying away 
the body, by publifhing that he had 
riien again? But will men of this 

com. 
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complexion, men without credit, 
without fortune, without authority, 
ever hope to procure any belief to £6 
monllrous an impofture? 

The exploit perhaps was eafUy ef* 
fe6led : but the fepiilchre is fealed ; 
guards lurround it; and thole guards 
have been chofen, and placed there, 
by the very men who had the greateft 
intereft to prevent the impofture.^ 
How well fuited were fuch precau- 
tions to drive from the minds of ti^* 
mid fifjiermen. every idea of carry- 
ing away the body ! Will men, who 
have neither filver nor gold, under- 
take to corrupt thofe guards ? Will 
men, hated and defpifed by the go ^ . 
vernment, find any hardy enough to 
lend tliem affiftance ? Will they flat- 
ter 
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ter themlelves, th^t their afliftants 
will not betray them ? 

But am I certain, that the lepul- 
chre was fealed, and that guards 
were placed upon it ? I obferve that 
this important, decifive chcumjlanct^ 
is to be found only in the dtpojition 
oi Matthew^ and I am a little afto-r 
niftied at this. I carefully enquire, 
therefore, whether this efTential cir- 
cumftance of the narrative was con* 
tradi6led by thofe who were moft 
dire6tly concerned to do fo, and I 
am fatisfied it never has beeii con- 
tradi6led, I muft therefore admit, 
that the relation of the nviinejs re- 
mains in full force; and that the 
mere lilence of the other authors of 
the written depojltion^ cannot in tlie 

leaft 
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leaH degree invalidate his teftinjo-. 
ny on this point. 

Independently of a teftimony fo ey- 
prefi, how improbable is it in itielf, 
that magiftrates, who have great rea- 
son to dread an impofturc, and who 
have in their hands the means ta 
prevent it, will negleft to make ule 
of thofe means ! And if they have 
not made ufe of them, what reafons 
can' I affign for their conduft ^ 

It will appear ftill more probable, 
that thofe magiftrates have taken all 
the neceffary precautions, if I have 
prbofs that they previoufly thought 
of the means of oppofing the impof^ 
,ture. " Sir! we remember that 
^^ that deceiver faid, while he was 
« yet alive. After three days I fhall 

" rife 
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better calculated to Hop the progrefi 
of the impofture, and to confound 
the impoftors? 

Thele .magiftrates, though to 
deeply interefted to confound the 
impofture, do not purfiie a method' 
fo direft,^ lb clear, and fb judicial. 
They do not even fecure the perlbns 
of the impoftors. They do not confront 
them with the guards. They punifti 
neither the impoftors nor the guards. 
Theypublifti.no legal proceeding- 
They do not fatisfy the public. Nei- 
ther do their defcendiants give more 
information, but confine themfelves, 
as their fathers had. done, to the 
fimple affirmation of impofture. 

But, what is more; when thofe 
very magiftrates, in a fhort time 
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after, iummon before them two of 
the principal dilciples, upon occafi- 
on of a cure which makes a noile, 
and when thofe dilciples dare ac- 
cufe them to their faces of a great 
crime, and atteft in their prefence 
the relurre6lion of him, ^hom they 
crucified; what do the magiftrates 
do? They fatisfy themfelves witli 
threatening the two difciples^ and for* 
bidding them to teach. Thofe mena- 
ces do not intimidate the witnej/es ; 
they continue to proclaim aloud in 
the fame place, and under the very 
eye of the police, the rellirre6iion of 
the crucified Jeliis. They are again 
fummoned before the magiftrates'; 
they appear, and with the fame 
boldnels perfift- in their depofition : 
The God of our fathers raifed up him 
ivhomyejlew. — We are his nvUneJfes. 
What do the magiftrates ivowl Tlie^ 
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heat the nvitnejjes^ . repeat, . their jirjl 
prohibition^ and let them go. 

Here are circumftantial fa6ls ,- fa6ls 
which have never been contradicted : 
fa6ls constantly and imanimoufly at* 
tefted by witneffes^ who, I mull ac- 
knowledge, do poflels all the quali- 
ties which conftitute the beft founda- 
tion for the credibility of tejiimmy. 
Shall I5 to invalidate fuch fafts, lay, 
that ihefsar of the people prevented 
the magiftrates from making enqui- 
ries^ from judicially profecuting and 
puntfliing the witnejjes as impq/iors^ 
from publiftiing authentic, legal pro- 
ceedings^ &c. ? But if Jefus Chrift, 
during his life-time, had done no- 
thing to excite the admiration and 
veneration of the people : if he had 
wrought no miracle : if the people 

had 
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not huffed God for living g wen 
ten ftich power : if the do6trine of 
ift, and his manner of teaching, 

not far excelled every thing they 

heard from their own Do£lors : 
ley had not been convinced that 
r manfpake like htm: why fhould 
magiftrates have had any thing 
^ar from this people, \yf judicially 
Renting an impoftor^s abjedl dif- 
8S5 who were themfelves alfb 
oftors ? How ftiould the magif • 
38 have had any thing to fear 
1 a people fo ftrongly, and for fo 
; a time, prejudiced in their fa- ^ 
•5 if tliey could have proved, by 
I public proceedings, that the 

of the man born Wind, the re- 

i;6lion of Lazarus, the cure of the 

I man, the gift of tongues, &c. 

3 only fhew tricks? How eafily 

E might 
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might they have taken informations 
upon fuch fafts ! How ealily in par- 
ticular could they have proved moft 
rigoroufly, that the witnefles fpoke 
only their mother tongue ! W hat rca- 
fon had the magiftrates to fear 4he 
people^ if they could have judicially 
demonftrated, that the difciples had 
carried away the body of their Mat 
ter ? And was it more difficult to 
prove this than the reft? 

Can I now have any doubt of the 
extreme improbability of the firft 
hypothejis^ that the body was carried. . 
away? Can I reafonahly refufe to ad- 
mit, that the fecond hypothejis has at . 
leaft a degree of probability equal to ^ 
that of any fa6l whatfoever, in the ' 
hiftory of the fame age, or of the 
ages immediately following ? 

Shall 
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Shall I here delineate the fright- 
il pifture of the charafter of the 
incipal adverfaries? Shall I draw 
IS pi6iurefrom their own hillorian 
)fephus? Shall I fet this charadler 
oppofition to that of the witnefles ? 
ice to virtue ; fury to moderation ; 
^crify to fincerity; fallhood to 
uth ? I fhould forget that I . am 
aking only ^ Jketch^ and not a 
eatife. 

The refurnSlim of the Meflenger 
not an unconm6led fail, but is the 
lief link of a'chain of fa6ls of the 
me fort, and of a multitude of 
6ls of every fort^ all of which 
ould be abfblutely inexplicable, if 
le firft were fuppoled to be falfe ? 
\ in any matter whatever, an hy^ 
iheJishQ fo much Xh^vaoxe probable^ 
E 2i ^^ 
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as it the more happily explains, a 
greater number of fa6ts3 or a greater 
number of eflential particulars of a 
fa6li fhall I not in found argument 
be obliged to grant, that the firft^j^- 
pothejis explains nothing, and that 
the fecond explains every thing moft 
happily and moft naturally ? 

* 
Shall I add, that ifthelSIeflCenger 
be not rifen^ he has been a moft ex- 
traordinary imppftor? for by the 
confeflion of the witnejjes^ h^ had 
predi6ted his own death and ri^ur- 
redlim^^ and eftablifhed a memorial 
of both. If he is not rifen^ there- 
fore, his difciples muft haye thought 
that he had deceived them in this 
moft important point ; and if they 
thought fb, how could they have 
founded upon a refurred^ion, ^yhich 

did 
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. did not take place, fuch exalted 
hopes oi future happinefs? In his 
name, how could they have an- 
nounced to tlie human race this fu- 
ture happinefs ? How could they 
have expofed themfelves, for fo long 
a period, to fo.many contradiftionj, 
to fuch cruel trials, to death itfelf, 
in fupport of a doSlriney which en- 
tirely refted on a falfe faft, and the 
* fdfity of which was fb manifeftly 
' known to them? How could men, 
who made fb public, fb conflant, and 
apparently fb fincere a profeffion of 
the moft delicate and noble love to- 
wards mankind, have been fo unna- 
tural as to deceive many thoufands 
of their fellow-men, and precipitate 
them along with themfelves into an 
abyfs of mifery? How could extra- 
ordinary impoflorshave hoped to be 
E 3 rewarded^ 
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rewarded, in another life, for the 
fufFerings they endured in this? 
How could fuchimpoftors teach men 
the moll, pure, the moft fliblime 
dodlrine, and that beft fuited to the 

wants of univerfal fociety ? ^Bi^t 

I have already infifted long enough 
upon thefe monftrous contradi6lions 
to common fenfe : here they prelent 
themfelves in fo great numbers, and 
are fo ftriking, that I need oi^y re* 
fle6t upon them a few momenta, to 
be fenfible on which fide, the great- 
eil prohahilily lies. 

Shall I obje6l, that the refurreSliGn 
ofthe.MeiTengerwas not fufficiently 
piihlic^ and tliat he ought to have 
ft ewn himfelf in the capital, ^Xjtt 
his refurreilion, and elpecially to 
his judges ? I ftialTat firft fight per* 

ceive. 
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ceive, that the queftion does not at 
^all r^lpeift the knqj/vledge of ^what 
*Gqd; could ha.vt iiooer^ but of^ that 
fblely ^yluch he has done. God 
would Ipeak to man as an intelligent 
and moral being ; he would not force 
him to believe, and thus leave his 
underftanding unexercifed. I have^ 
therefore, only to fatisfy myfelfj 
that the refurre6tion of the Mellen- 
^er was accompanied with circum- 
ftances luffidentlydecilive, and was 
preceded and followed by fa^s fiif- 
ficiently ftriking to convince a rati-^ 
onal man, of the extraordinary miC. 
fion of the MelTenger. Now when 
I examine all the circumftances and 
fa6lsj when I weigh them in the 
balance of reafon, I cannot deny 
that God has done all that was fuf^ 
fcient to give a reafonable man that 
E 4 moral 
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moral certainty^ refpefting his future 
exiftence, which he wanted, which 
he defired with ^o much ardour, and 
which was fb well fuited to \^ prt^ 
' Jent condition. 

I acknowliedge, likewife, that my 
objeftion to the defe6l dTnotorieiy in 
the refiirredlion of. the. Mellenger, 
would involve in it a great abfurdi- 
ty; becaufe, when.! inveftigate this 
obje6lion5 I; ihall very quickly per- 
ceive, that every individual. of the 
human race might alio require that 
the Meffeiig^r: fhould appear tp 
him, &c., 

I mull not fay, this or that is wife, 
tlierefore God has done, or ought to 
have done it; but I ought to lay, 
God has done it, therefore it is wile. 

Does 
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Does it become a being fo profouhdl/ 
ignorant, to pronounce upon the ways 
of Wifdom itfelf? The only thing 
here proportioned to my limited fa- 
culties, is, to ftudy the ways of 
Adorable Wifdom^ and to be fenlible 
of the value of his kindnels. 



E5 SEC- 
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s E c T I o N vn. 

APPARENT pONTRARIETIES IS 
THE DEPOSITION. 

At firft fightj all the parts of the 
depojition appeared to me very har^ 
monious^ or convergmt Neverthe- 
lels, I dilcover in them many vari- 
eties, both in the formy and matter. 
In thefe I perceivej at leaft apparent 
contrarieties. I fee difficulties relpeft- 
ing certain points of genealogy^ cer- 
tain places, certain perlons, &c. and 
I do not immediately fifad the Iblu- 
tion of thefe difficulties. 

As 
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As I have no fecret inte^cft to be- 
,lieye thofe diflEiculties infolvable^ I do 
not begin by imagining they are Ho. 
I have ftudied the ho'ic of the heart 
and of the head ; and am not entire- 
ly ignorant of crHicifm. I colleiSt 
the paralkl paflages : I compare 
them together : I examine them mi- 
mitely, and borrow the aid of 
the beft interpreters. . I fee, that, 
the difficulties very quicHy dimi- 
nilhj that the light every moment 
increafes, expands by degrees, re- 
fledts from every fide, and illumi- 
nates the moft oblcure parts of the 
object. 

I^ notwithftanding, there ftiould 
be corners which the light has not 
brightened to my wifti; if there re- 
main ftiades which I cannot dilpel, 

it 
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it does not therefore come into my 
head, and far left into my heart, 
to draw confequences againfl the 
nvhok of the depojhion : becaufe thole 
thin fhades do< not overpower the 
light, which the prominent parts of 
the pidlure fo ftrongly nefleift.. 

I am, indeed, , at liberty to doubi';: 
the philofophiealdidxibt is the very 
road to truth: but I am not at liber- 
ty to feiL in honefty, becaufe true 
philofbphy>is. ablblutely incompati- 
ble with dilhonefty, and becaufe the 
philofophy of the heart is fuperior 
to that of the head. If, in the cri- 
tical examination of any author 
whatfbever, I am always to condu6t 
myfelf by the mofl fiire and com- 
mon rules of interpretations if one 

of 
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of thole rules dxreStB me to form my 
judgment upon the whole of the cir- 
cumftances; if another teaches me, 
that flight difficulties can never in- 
validate that nvhok^ when in other 
relpeiSls it bears the moft eflential 
charafters of truths or at leaft <£pro^ 
hahilHy : why fhould I refule to ap • . 
ply thole rulea to the examination 
of the prefent depojition^ and why 
fhould not I judge of this depojitim 
by its whole.?.' 

Do not thole apparent ra«/ria:r/V/^5 
thole oppofitions as to Ciertain names^ 
thofe difficulties of various kinds, 
, indicate mgft clearly, that the au- 
thors of the different /ar/j of the ^* 
pojition have not copied from one 
another, and that each of them has 

re- 
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related what he knew from the ief- 
iimmy Qf his onm fen/es^ Of h9d 
heard from eyerwitmffes ? 

If the different parts of the Aepo 
fitim had borne ja great refemblanea 
to one another, not in the farm only, 
but in the matter^ fhould I not have 
had caufe to fulpe^l, that they had 
all come from the fame hand, or 
that they had been tranlcribed from 
each other ? and would not this fuf^ 
picion^ which is both juft and na* 
tural, have greatly weakened the 
n)'alidiiy of the depofiiim ?. 

Am I not much better fatisfied, 
when I lee one of thofe authors thu& 
begin his narration ?• >^ Forafinuch 
<^ as many have taken in hand to fet 

' " forth 
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*^ forth in order a deelaratioii of 
•« thofe things which are moft fiirely 
'^ believed among us ; even as they 
^ delivered them to us, who from 
^ the beginning were eye-witnefles 
" and minifters of the word : it 
^ feemed good to me alfo, havingj^ 
^^ had perfeft underftanding of all 
^^ things from the very firft, to write 
<^ unto thee^ in order that thou 
'^ mighteft know the certainty of 
^^ thofe things wherein thou hail 
« been inftru6led." Do I not feel 
my fatisfaftion increafe, when I read 
in the principal compofition of one 
of the firft witneflTes, " He that faw, 
" bare record^ and his record is true j 
*^ and he knoweth that he faith true^ 
« that ye might believe ?'* Or when 
I read in another compofition of the 
£une witnefsj " That which we have 

" heard 
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" heard, which we have feen witi 
^ our eyes, which we have lookt»< 
" upon, and our hands have handlec 
^ of the word of life, declare we uix- 
^ to you.'* 



SI 
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SECTION VlIL 



AUTHENTICITY OI THE WRIT-. 
TEN DEPOSITION^ 



H 



OW can I be aflured of the, 
authenticity of the moft important 
parts of the depofitim ? 

I perceive, at firft fight, that I 
mull not confound the authenticity 
of the depofition with its truth. I, 
therefore, fix the meaning of the 
terms, that I may avoid all equivo- 
cation.. 

By the authenticity ofanyj&ar/ of 
the depofition, I mean, that degree 
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of certainty which convinces me, that 
thdit part was indeed written bjr the 
autkor.whoik name it he9is.,, ,s= ;'■'* 

The truth of the depojition will be 
its conformity with the fa£is. 

From this^ diftinftion, therefore^ 
I underftand, that hijiorical truth 
does not depend upon the authenticity 
of the hiftory r for I eady conceive, 
that a. book may be very conformabh 
XiyfaMs^ and yet bear tkf^tious name^ 
or no name at alL 

But if I am certain of the authentic 
city of the hiftory, and if I know the 
hiftorian to be a man of veracity, 
the authenticity of the hiftory will 
perfuade me of its truthy or render 
it at leaft very probable. 

The 
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The book which I anfi examining 
did not fall from heaven : like all 
other books, it was written by men. 
I czxi judge ^ therefore, of the authen^ 
//t://y of this book, in the fame man* 
ner as I do of the audienticity of all 
other books. 

How do I know that the hiftories 
of Thucydides, of Polybius, of Taci- 
tus, &c. are indeed the produCliom of 
thole authors^ v^hofe names they bear ? 
Tradition informs me of this. lafcend 
from century to century ; I confult 
the monuments of different ages : I 
compare them with the hiflorics 
themlelves j and the general refiilt 
of my enquiries is, that thofe hijio^ 
ries have been conftantly afcribed to 
the authors whofe names they bear 
at this day. 

lean- 
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I cannot reafbnably fulpeft tlie 
fidelity of this tradition ; it is too 
ancient, too conftant, too uniform, 
and has never been confiit^d. 

I pnrfvie, therefore, the fame me- 
thod in my enquiries into the au* 
t?Unticity of the depojitim in queftion, 
and arrive at th6 fame general and 
cflential reftdt. 

But becaule the hiftory of Pelo- 
ponnefiis was much lels iiiterefting 
to the Greeks, than the hiftory of 
the Meflenger was to his firft fol- 
lowers, I cannot doubt, but that 
thele have beftowed much more at- 
tention in alcertaining the authentic 
city of this hiftory, than the Greeks 
did, in afcertaining the authenticity 
of that of Thucydides. 

Would 
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Would a/odety^{ironglyip^r{xi2Lded ' 
that the book of which I am fpeak- 
ing, contained the allurances of an 
eternal happinefs ; would an afflift- 
edj defpifed,- perfecutedy&^/V/j/, which 
incefTantly drew from this book 
thofe confolations and fupports 
which its trials rendered fo neceC- 
fary; would thisj&cietyy I fay^ allow 
itfelf to be impoled upon, as to the 
authenticity of a deposition which 
became every day more precious ? 

Could ^fociety^ among which the 
very authors of the depojition had 
lived ; which they themfelves had 
governed for feveral years, be deC- 
titute of means to alcertain the au^ 
thenticity of the writings of thofe 
authors ? Would it be perfe6lly in- 
different about employing thofe 

m:am ? 
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means ? Was it more difficult for 
\ki\% Jockty to obtain convidtion of 
the authenticity of its writings, than 
it is for any ibciety whatever to at 
certain the authenticity of a writing, 
afcribedto aperfon very well known ^ 
to it, or who bears its name ? 

Could the particular and nuttie* 
rous fbcieties to which Xh^frji wiU 
neffes addrefled various writings^ be 
miftaken as to Xhe authenticity oSfacH 
writings P Could they in the lealt. 
degree doubt whether thole witnef- 
fes had written to them ; whether 
they had anfwered different quell 
tions which they had propoled to 
them ; whether thole nvitnejps had 
fojoumedamongft them ? 

lap^ 
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I approach *as nearly as pofllble to' 
the firft age of that great focteiy 
founded by the nvitnejjes : I confult 
the xnoft ancknt monummts^ and 
difcover, that almoft at the birth of 
tJiis fociefy^ its members difagreed 
^bout certain points of do6lrine. I 
inquire into what pafled at that time, 
^.mong the parties at variance ; and 
^ fee that thofe, whom they call 
^^lereticsy made their appeal, as well 
^s the othet^, to the depojition of the 
:firftwitnefles5 and acknowledged its 
authenticity* 

I difcover, likewife, that the ad- 
verlkries * of all thole parties, ad- 
verfaries of learning and penetra- 
tion, and who were removed but at 

♦ Celfus, Porphyry, Julian, &c. 

a fmall 
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a fmall diftance from this firft age, 
did not difpute the authenticity of 
the principal /ar/i? of the depojitioitu 

I find this depojiiim frequently 
quoted by writers f of great weight, 
who bordered upon this firft age, 
and profefTed to acknowledge its au-^ 
ihenticity^ as well as the validity of 
the tejiimony given, by the firft nvU* 
nejjes^ to the miraculous fa6ts. I com- 
pare thofe quotations with the dtpoji^ 
iion in my hand, and I cannot pre- 
tend to deny their conformity* 

Profecuting my enquiries, I diC 
cover, that a ftiort time after the 
birth of this fociety, a great num- 
ber oi falfe depojitions were publifh- 

f The apoftolical fathers, and their inunedi- 
diate fucceflbrs. 

ed 
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ed, fbme of which were quoted by 
the moft refpe6lable Do6lors of the 
fbciety, as being true. From this I 
am at firft led to infer, that it was 
not lb difficult as I thought, to im- 
pofe upon this (bciety, and even 
upon its principal condudiors. This 
excites my attention and diftruft, 
and I clofely inveftigate this deli- 
cate point. 

If a writing may be true^ without 
heing authenik^ ^\^falje depcjiiibns in 
queflion might be iru^ although 
they had not been auihcnUc* Thofe 
contemporary Doitors, who quoted 
them, apparently knew whether they 
were conformable to the ejjential 
fadis^ and I am myfelf ^ acquainted 
with valid proofs that they were fb, - 
They were, therefore, imuihnik h?f- 
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tories^ rather than falfe hiftorieSj Or 
romances. 

I fee, befides, that thofe Do6lors. 
rarely quoted the unauthentic hijitrriesy 
while they frequently quoted the au- 
ihentic. I even difcover, that ibme 
of thofe inauthentic hiftories were no- 
thing but the authentic hiftory ei- 
ther modified, or here and there in- 
terpolated. 

I ought not to be aftonifbed at 
the gr,eat nujnber oi \ho{^ Anauthen- 
tic hiftories, which were at that time 
publilhed throughout the . world ; I 
ought rather to be aftonilhed that 
there were not more of them. For 
I can eafily conceive, that the zea- 
lous difciples of the principal wit- 
nefles, would moft naturally com- 
mit 
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mit to writing what they had heard 
from their matters, and give their 
narratives a titk relembling that of 
the authentic parts. Such hijlories 
might be very conformable to the 
tjjential fa6ls ; fince the authors re- 
ceived them immediately from the 
mouths of the jirjl nvitnejpsy or at 
leaft of their firft difciples* 

I find that the heretics had alio 
their hijlories^ differing more or lels 
from the authentic hijiory: but it is 
no difficult matter for me to afcer- 
tain, that thofe hiftories, though 
forged with a malicious intention, 
contained the greater part of the ef^ 
jiniial faSls^ which had been attefted 
by the principal witnejjes. Thofe he- 
retics appear to have been ftrongly 
exalperated againft the oppolite par- 
Fa ty. 
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ty, and fince they have inferted in 
their hijiorks the fame ejjential fa^s^ 
which that party profeffed to believe, 
I cannot but conlider Inch confor- 
mity between parties to very oppr. 
lite, as the ftrongeft prefumptibn in 
favour of the authentidty 2Lixd truth 
of the depofition under review. 

I obferve, likewife, that the fb- 
ciety, which was the faithful depo- 
litary of the do6lrine and writings 
of the witnefTeSj did not fail to join 
its Do6lors in declaiming againft the 
heretics and their writings, and in 
conftantly appealing to the authen- 
tic writings, as to tlie iupreme and 
common judge of all controverjy. 
And the hiftory of this fociety in- 
forms me, that it was particularly', 
careful to read its writings every 

week 
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week in its alTemblies, and that they 
were precifely the fame which are 
at this day exhibited as the aiiihen- 
tic depofition of the sivitnejfes. 

- I cannot reafonably fuppofe, there- 
fore, that this fociety would allow 
itfelf to be eafily deceived with re- 
lpe6l to the authenticity of the nume- 
rous writings, publifhed in its own 
bofom. If there remained any rea- 
fbnable doubt upon this eflential 
point, it would be difpelled by one 
remarkable fa6l, namely, that this 
Jociety was fb far from inconfiderate- 
ly admitting writings as authentic 
which were not fo, that for a long 
time it a6lually fufpe6led the autken^ 
ticiiy of different writings, which, 
after continued and mature exami- 
nation, were acknowledged to have 
F 3 ^^\.^- 
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proceeded from the hand of the wit- 
nefies. 

- This fa6l is fupported hy another 
ftill more remarkable : in the hiftc- 
ry of that period, I read, that the 
members of this fociety expoled 
themfelves to the greateft tortures^ 
rather than deliver up to their per- 
fecutorS) thofe books which they re . 
garded as authentic and fapred, and 
which thofe violent perfecutors defl 
tined to the flames. Shall. I pre- 
fume, that the moft zealous parti- 
fans of Grecian glory would have 
facrificed themfelves, to preferve 
the writings of a Ihucydides, or of 
a Folybius ? 

If, afterwards, I caftmy eye upon 
tlie beft acccunfs of the niamtjcripts of 

the 
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the depojitim^ I fhall find, that the 
principal parts of this depclition 
bear, inthofe manulcripts, the nam^s 
of the fame authors, to whom this 
fbciety had always afcribed them. 
This proof will appear fo much the 
more convincing, the more probable 
it is, that Ibme of thofe manufcripts 
lay claim to very high antiquity. 

I have, therefore, in favour of the 
authenticity of this depofition, the 
moft ancient, moft conftant, and 
moft uniform teftiniony oF the 1lq^ 
ciety with which it was depolited ; 
and I have alfo the tejlimony of the 
moft ancient heretics^ that of the 
moft ancient adverfaries^ and the au- 
thority of the moft original manu-^ 
fcripts. 

F4 How 
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How fhould I rife up at this day 
againft fo many united teftimonies, 
and thofe of fo great weight ? Am I 
more advantageoufly placed than the 
firft heretics^ or lirft adverfaries^ to 
contradidl the invariable and unani- 
mous tejlimony of the primitive focie^ 
ty? Do I know any book of the 
fame period, the authetUicityoiviYiiQh 
is eftablifhed upon proofs ^o fblid,. 
fo lingular, fo ftriking, and of ip* 
many different kinds ? 



SEC. 
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S E C T I O N IX. 

HAS THE WRITTEN DEPOSITION 
BEEN ALTERED, OR FABRICAT- 
ED IN ITS ESSENTIAL PARTS? 



1 SHALL not inlift much witli 
myfelf upon the pojjihiliiy of certain 
alterations of the authentic ' te:kt : I 
fhall not fay, that this text could 
have been corrupted. I fee at once 
how extremely improbable it is, that 
it could have been fo, during the 
lives of the authors: their oppolition 
and authority would have very foon 
confounded the corrupters. 

It would appear to me equally 

improbable, that fuch corruptions 

F5 -could 
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could have been executed with any 
fuccels, immediately after the death 
of the authors: their inftru6lions 
and writings were too recent, and 
too well known. 

The improbability woilJ appear 
to me to incrcafe infinitely in the 
ages follov/ing ; for it would evi- 
dei^tly increafe, in direft propor- 
tion to the prodigious number of 
copies^ and that multitude o?Ter/ions 
of the auihntic iext^ which were in- 
celTanf y madcj and fpe^dily con- 
V yed to all parts of the known 
world. How could fo many copies^ 
and fo many verjiofis^ be corrtipied 
all at once? Nay, how could the 
^ery thought of doing fo, enter into 
the head of any man ? 

Befides, 
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Befides, I know that the hiftory 
of that time fufficiently proves, that 
the firft heretics did not begin to 
write till after the death of the firft 
witnejjes* If thofe heretics^ in order 
to favour their own particular opi^* 
nions, had undertaken to corrupt the. 
^writings of the witnefles, or thofe 
of their njore illuftrious difciples, 
would not the numerous and vigi- 
lant fbciety, the guardian of thofe 
writings, have immediately oppofed 
them?. And if this fociety, in order 
to reflate the heretics with greater 
fiiccefs, had itfelf dared to corrupt 
the authentic text, would thofe he- 
retics, who alfo appealed to this 
text, have been filent upon fuc^ 
impoftures ? 
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All this will apply to the fabrica- 
tions. It feems equally improbable, 
ih^X fabricated writings could at any 
time be afcribed.to the witneiles, as 
it does, that their own writings 
could be corrupted. 

When I confider the taatter more 
clofely, I can eaiily perceive, that 
the continual and multiplied dim^ 
/io7is of the fociety, founded by the 
nvitneffes^ muft naturally have pre- 
ferved the authentic text in its pri- 
mitive integrity. 

If thofe divifions afterwards broke 
out into open and bloody wai:g ; if 
^the parties at war always appealed to 
the authentic text, as to the abfolute 
arbitrator of their quarrels; if at 
length a new method be difcovered 

of 
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of multiplying to infinity the copies 
of the authentic text, and with no 
lefs difpatch than accuracy; Ihall I 
not be under the moft reafonable 
obligation to admit, that the credi- 
bility of the nvritimdepojition has loft 
nothing through the lapfe of time; 
and that thofe writings, which are 
at this day prefented to me as the 
genuine writings of the witnefles, 
are indeed the fame which have al- 
ways been afcribed to them ? 



S1.CU 
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S E C T I O N X. 

VARIATIONS IN THE DEPOSI- 
TIONS. 

Jl he printed depojition^ which I 
have in my h^nd^ rejprejents^ there* 
tore, the beft manufcripu of this de- 
polition, which have come down to 
my time ; and thefe manulcripts re- 
prefent the moft ancient and moft 
original manufcripts^ of which they 
are copies. 

But how many alterations of dif- 
ferent kinds might not thofe manu- 
fcripts have undergone, from the 
injuries of time, the revolutions of 
llat-es and of focietiesj from the ne- 
gligence. 
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gligence, inattention, and ignorance 
of tranfcribers ! And how hiany: 
other fources of alteration may be 
difcovered ! I muft not diflemble : 
can I at this day flatter myfelf, that 
the authentic depolition of the nviinef^ 
fes has come down to me in its ori- 
ginal purity, through the fpace of 
leventeen centuries, ^nd after having 
palled through io juany niillions of 
hands, for the moft part, weak and 
ignorant? 

Having examined this important 
point of criticifm, I am ftruck with 
the prodigious number of variations. 
I fee an able critic * has enume- 
rated more than thirty thoufand s and 
yet this critic- flatters himfelf, that 
he has publilhed the beft CQjpyjoiXh^ 
dejpojition of the nvitnejps^ and de- 
clares 
* Dr. Mill. 
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clares, that in executing this work, 
he accurately collated more than 
ninety mahufcripts^ coUefted from all 
quarters. 

I can hardly overcome my afto- 
nifhment ; but fuch a ftate is 'iiot 
favourable for reflieftion : I niuft 
put no confidence in thofe firft im- 
pi'effionSj but enquire more' atten- 
tively and coolly, into the fources 
of this prodigious number of n^aria^ 
tions. 

Here reneftiom crowd upon my 
mind; I fhall attend to the moft 
effential. It is true, I know not any 
ancient hook^ which prefents near fo 
great a number of various readings^ 
as that now under examination. 
Ought this, however, to furprize 
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me much ? . Was there ever any 
book fb much read, fo often copied, 
tranflated, and commented upon, in 
fo many places, and by fo many 
readers, tranlcribers, tranflators, and 
interpreters, as this book ? It would 
exhauft the application of the moft 
laborious ftudent to read and collate 
the' numerous verfions, which have 
been made of tliis book, into dif- 
ferent languages, and from the ear- 
lieft days of its publication. I have 
already alked, would not a book 
which contains the pledges of eternal 
happinefs^ appear to be the moft im- 
portant of all books, to that great 
fociety^ to which it had been^ntruft- 
ed, which adoiowledged its autken^ 
ticity and truth.^ and which has tranf- 
mitted this precious depofit from 
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I am not, therefore, fb much aftc- 
nilhed, as I was^ at thoic thirty 
ihoufand variations^ It naturally hap- 
pens, that as the copies of a book 
multiply, the %'ariati€n$ in that book 
will be more numerous,. And my 
aftonifhment is entirely difpelledj 
when turning again to the learned 
critic, I imderftand from himfel^ 
that the thirty thoufand variations 
were collected, , not from the copies 
of the original text only, but alio 
from thofe of all the verfions^ &c. 

I run over thofe variations^ and 
my own eyes convince me, that they 
do not affe6t any thing ejfential^ nei- 
ther the fdundation nor totality of the 
depojition. Here I find one word 
fubftituted for another : there one 
or more words tranfpofed or omit* 

ted: 



OF CHRISTIANITY. l%'^ 

ted: in another place, fome more 
remarkable words, which appear to 
have palled from the margin into 
the iexU and which I do not obferve 
in the moil original manufcripts. 

l£^ notwithftaniing the great num- 
ber of variations in the writings of 
Cicei^, Horace, or Virgil, the moft 
fevere critics think they are in poP 
figflioiiof \he. authentic text of thofe 
authors; why Ihould not I believe, 
that I alio ani in pofi^eflion cf the- 
auihentic text of the depojitim ? If 
the variations of this depolition were 
a fufficient reafon for my reje<5lipn 
of it, mull I not in like manner re* 
je6l all the books of antiquity ? If I 
realbn juftly on this fubjeft^ I muft: 
conform to the rules of Ibund criti- 
cifin, and not pretend to judge of 
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the book in queftion, otherwife than 
I Jo of every other book. 

But ought not a book deligned by 
Divine Wifdom to enlighten human 
reafon, and to give mankind the 
moft politive afiurances of a future 
ilate of happinefs, to have been pre- 
ferved by that Wifdom from 'every 
fpecies of alteration ? And if it had 
been fo prelerved, would not this- 
have been the moft demonftfative 
proof, that God himielf had Jpokm 
by his Meflengen 

^-Iliften to the obje6tions without' 
referve ; truth is the obje6t I purfue: 
after it alone are my enquiries di- 
re6led : I am always afraid of tak- 
ing the ftiadow for the fubftance. 
What then ^would I deiire at this 

day ? 
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^y? That Providence had mira- 
^Zihujly interpofed to preferve from 
every alteration this precious book, 
which appears to have been aban- 
doned, like all other books, to the 
dangerous influence ofjecond caufes. 

Have I thoroughly inveftigated 
what I would d^fire ? I perceive, in 
general, the need of an extraord'- 
nary interference, to preferve the 
depolition in its native purity. I 
would defire, therefore^ that God- 
ihould have infpired^ or in oJi extra- 
ordinary manner dirciSled, all the 
tranfcribers, all the tranflators, and- 
all thebookfellers of every age and 
of every placft; or that he had pre- 
vented the wars,' the conflagrations, 
the inundations, and in general all 
the revolutions, which have deftro;- 

ed 
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ed the orhinal nvriiinzs of the wiU 
nejjes. 

But would not this extraordinary 
interference have been a perpetual 
miracle^ and would a ^perpetual mu 
rack have been really a miracle? 
Would fuch an intervention have 
been reconcileable to the oeconomy 
of TVifdom i? If natural means could 
have fufBced to preferve in its pri- 
mitive integrity the whole of this 
precious depofition, would it be phi- 
lofbphical in me, to require a per- 
petual miracle, in order to prevent 
fome words from having been fubfti- 
tutedtranlpofedjor omitted ? As well 
might I demand a perpetual miracle^ 
to prevent each individual from 
erring in matters of belief, &c, 

Iblufh 
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I blufh for my objeftions, and 
::oiifels that my delire was abfurd. 
What excufes it ixi my own eyes, is, 
:hat I conceived it, in the fimplici- 
y of an honeft heart, fincerely er- 
jiiiring after truth, and had not at 
irft perceived it 



S^C^ 
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SECTION XL 

TRUTH OF THE WRITTEN DEPO- 
SITION. 



I 



F I am fufficiently convinced of 
the authenticity of this depofition, 
which is the grand obje6l of my en- 
quiries ; if I am morally certain, 
that it has been neither fabricated^ 
nor eflentially altered ; can I reafon- 
ably doubt of its truth ? I have al- 
ready faidj that the truth of a hij- 
iory is its conformity with the fa(^s. 
If I am latisficd, that the miracu- 
lous fa6ls contained in >he depofition 
are of fiich a nature, that they could 
have heenneither fabricated^ nor ad- 
mitted to be irue^ had. they been 

falfe; 
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falfe ; if it likewife appeared, that the 
m^iinejjes^ who publicly and imani ■ . 
. moully attefted thofe fafts-, could 
neither deceive or he deceived as to 
fuch fa6ls ; can I reje6t their depoli- 
tion without counterafting, not 
merely all the rules of found logic, 
but the moft commonly received 
maxims of human conduct ? 

. Here a very ftriking refleftion 
fuggefts itlelf to my mind : though 
it were- pcJfiible I might conceive 
fonae reafonable doubt relpe6ling 
the authenticity of the hrjlorical writ- 
ings of the iviinejjes^ and might found 
thofe doubts upon this circum- 
ftance, that thofe writings were 
not addrelfed to deny particular foci- 
ety, fpecialiy charged to preferve 
them; yet I could not reafonably 
G form 
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form the fmalleft doubt refpedling 
thofe epijlks^ addrelled by the witnejfes 
to particular and numerous Ibcieties, 
which they themfelves had founded 
and governed. How much were 
thofe focieties interefted in the care- 
ful prefervatjon of thole epiftles of 
_ their, own founders! I, therefore, 
read thofe epiflles with all the at- 
tention in my power, and I lee that 
they every where fuppofe the mira- 
culous fafts, contained in the hijhfu 
cal writings, and frequently refer to 
them as the immoveable balis of fe- 
Jief^ and of do£lrine* 



S £ C- 
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SECTION XII. 

PROPHECY. 

If the Lawgiver of nature had, at 
fundry times^ and in drcers manners^ 
announced the mijjion of the MefTen- 
ger, long before the event; this 
would undoubtedly be a ftriking 
proof of the truth of that miffion. 

This proof would be ftill more 
ftriking, if by 2l particular dilpenfa- 
tion of Supreme Wifdom, the ora- 
cles, of which I am fpeaking, had 
been configned to the very adverfa* 
ries of the MelTenger, and of his 
minifLers ; and if thofe furll and moil 
obllinate adverfaries had, until that 

Q % tlLH'-, 
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time, conftantly profefled to apply 
tbofe oracles to the Meffengerj or 
Mefliah, who was to come. 

T, therefore, o^en HiBtbook^ which 
thejineal defcendants of thole vety 
men, who crucified the Mefienger, 
and perfecuted his minifters and firft 
followers, prefent to me at this day, 
as authentic and divine. I run over 
feveral parts of this book and meet 
with a writing* which throws me 
into the moft profound aftonifhment 
I think I am reading an anticipated 
and circumftantial hiftory t)f the 
MelTenger : I difcover in it all his 
features, his chara6ler, and the prin- 
cipal particulars of his life. In a 
word, I feem to be reading the de- 
pofiiion of the nvitnejjes. 
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I cannot withdraw my eyes from 
this furprifing -pi6liire : what Itrokes ! 
what colours ! what expreffion ! 
what correfpondence with thefhc^sl 
how juft, how natural the emblems! 
What do I fay ! it is not an cmblc- 
maticalpi6lure of fardiftant/«/«r//)/, 
it is a faithflil reprefentation of th e 
prefent; and that which is not, is 
painted as though it were. 

" He grew up as a tender plant, 
^^ and as a root out of dry ground ; 
^' he hath no form nor comelinels": 
'^ and when we fhall fee him, there 
^' is no beauty that we Ihould defire 
'' him." 

" He is defpifed and rejefted of 

^^ men: a man of forrows, and ac- 

« quainted with grief; and we hid 

G 3 '^ as 
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" as it were our faces from him : he 
^' was defpifed, and we efteemed 
'' him not/' 

" He hath borne our griefe, and 

^-^ carried our forrows. He was 

" wounded for our tranlgreffions 
•^ and bruifed for our iniquities : the 
" chaftifement of our peace was up- 
" on him, and by his ftripes we are 
'^ healed/* 

^^ He opened nothJs mouth; 

^^ he is brought as a Iamb to the 
'^ fiaugiHer : and as a fljeep before 
'^ her fliearers is dumb, fo he open- 
^' ed not his mouth/' 

" He was taken from priibn and 
'^ from judgment; and who Ihall 
^^ declare his generation? for he was 

« cut 
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" cut off out of the land of the liv- 
" ing : for the tranfgreffion of my 
" people was he ftricken " 

'' He made his grave with the 
^ wicked, and with the rich in his 
" death; becaufe. he had done no 
" violence, neither-^ was deceit in his 
.« mouth.'' 

— _ cc When he fliall Eave made 
^ his foul an- offering for fin, he 
^^ fhall fee liis feed ; he fhall pro . 
^^ long his dkys, and the pleafure of 
" the Eternal fhall profper in his 
" hand." 

" Therefore fhall the Eternal di- 

"- vide him a portion with the great; 

'^ he fhall divide the fpoil with tlie 

'' flrong; becaufe he hath poured 

G 4 " out 
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" out his foul unto death: arid he 
^^ was numbered with the tranlgref- 
^' fors ; and he bare the fin of ma- 
'^ njj and made interceflion for the 
" tranfgreflbrs/' 

Has He, who thus painted the 
Sun of rijghteoufnefs, alfo marked 
out the time of his rifing ? I can 
hardly believe my own eyes, when 
I read in another writing'^ of the 
fame book, this amazing' oracle, 
which might beconfidered as z.chro^ 
nological hiflory, compofed after the 
e^ent. 

" Seventy weeks are determined 
" upon thy people, and upon thy 
" holy city, to finifh the tranfgref- 
^^ lion, to make an end of fin, to 

* Daniel, ch. ix. 
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" make reconciliation for iniquity^ 

'^ to bring in an everlafting righte- 

" oufnefs, to feal up the vifion and 

" prophecy, and to anoint the Moft 

^^ Holy." 

" Know therefore, and under- 
^^ ftand, that from the going forth 
'^ of the commandment to reftore 
" and build the city, unto the Mef- 
" liah the Prince, there fhall be 
^' feven weeks and tlireefcore and 
" two weeks.'' 

" And after threefcore and two 
" weeks fhall the Mefliah be cut 
" off, but not for himfelf " 

" And he Ihall confirm tlie cove- 
" nant with many for one week, 
^\ and in tlie inidft of the week he 
G 5 '^ ftx^il 
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" fhall caufe the facrifice and the 
" oblation to ceafe/* 

I know that thefe weeks in the pro- 
phecy are weeks of years^ each week 
comprehending feven years. The 
event here mentfoned was not to 
take place, therefbre, till the end of 
490 years..' 

Hiftbry informs me of the time, 
wBen-the Mefliah, announced by the 
prophecy, came. I go back, there- 
fore, to the 490th year from this 
Meffiah ; for the event mull be th< 
fureffe interpretation of the prophecy. 

I thus arrive at the reign of tha 
Prince, from whom, in fa6^, the lai 
order ijjued^ for the rejioraiion of tha 
nation^ then under^ captivity in hi 

domi 
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dominions; and it is from the hand 
of this very nation, that I receive 
this prophecy, which betrays and 
confounds it. 

Shall I doubt o? XhQ authenticity of 
the writings^ in which thole aftoniih- 
ing prophecies are contained? But 
the nation, with which they have 
always beem depolited, has never 
doubted o?. it:, what can I oppofe to 
a teftimony la ancient, fo conftant, 
and i!6 uniform ? I fliall not. ima- 
ginei^ that this nation hzs fabricated, 
fuch writings. How abliird the 
imagination ! Would not the pro- 
phecies themfelves contradift it? 
Would it ilot alfo be contradi6ted 
by many other places of the fame 
writings, which load this nation with 
ignominy, andfo. bitterly reproach it 
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for its diforders and crimes ? It has, 
therefore, neither fabricated, nor al- 
tered, nor lopped off any part; fince 
it has allowed chapters to remain, 
which are fo mortifying to itfelf, 
and fo favourable to the fociety 
which acknowledges the Meffiah for 
its Founder. 

Shall I have recourfe to the ftrange 
fuppofition, that the correjpondency - 
oF the events with the prophecies, is 
the effeft of chance ? But in the coin-^ 
eidcfice of £o m?.ny different circumt- 
ftances, fliall I difcover any traces 
of a ^//«rf caufe ? 

There arifes^ in my mind am ore 
reafonable doubt : caul demonftrate 
to my own fatisfaftion, that thole 
prophecies with which I am fb 
^ ftruck^ 
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ftruck, have in reality, for five or 
fix centuries, preceded the events 
which they announce in fiich precife 
and clear terms? Do I know any 
contemporary monuments, which 
atteft to me, that the authors of the 
writings in queftion, lived five or 
fix centuries before the Mefliah ? I 
Ihall not entangle myfelf in this 
learned and laborious enquiry : I 
perceive a ftiorter, more ealy, and 
more certain route, and which will 
condu6t me to a more decifive con- 
clufion. 

• 

I learn from iiiftory, that thele 
writings were iranjlated into Greeks 
in the reign of Ptolomy Philadel- 
phus, one of tke kings of Egypt, I 
confiilt this famous verjion^ and find 
in it the fame prophecies which pre- 

fenfc 



.J 
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fent thiemfelves to me inr the orizinal 
text. This verfk)h which was exe^ 
cuted by feventy interpreters of the 
fame nation, into whofe hands the 
original text was depolited, preceded 
the birth of the MeflTiah about three 
centuries. I am, therefore, certain, 
that the prophecies now under my 
conlideration preceded the events 
which they announce, at leaft three 
eenturiesi. 

There is not the lea-ff ground to 
fufpe6l, that the members of the 
fociety founded by the Meffiah,j/i///- 
ed into this ^verjtm thofe prophecies 
which were lb favourable to them- 
felves. Would not the nation, the 
* guardian of the original iexty have 
at once exclaimed againft fi-ch an 
impofturc ? Beiides, muft they not 

have 
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have alfo foTfled them into all Ae 
writings of the Do6lors of that na- 
tion ? For thofe Do6lors quote thele 
very prophecies, and hefitate not to 
apply them to the Meflenger who 
was to come.v 

If the Author of man, in order to 
give him a greater number o^ proof s. 
of his future dejlination^ wifhed to 
join to the language ^Jigns^ already 
fo perfuafive, the prophetical or iypU 
cut language^ He will have given to 
this language, charaSlers equally ex- 
preffive as thofe he has given to that 
dtjigns. He will have ^o appropri- 
• zXjtdiiX. \o \\xt fuiure en:ents^ which.it 
was to reprefent^ that it can be exa6lly 

or compleiely^Y^^^^ ^^ thofe e^vents 

.only. He will have publilhed it at 

fuch a time^ and in fuch circumflan- 
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ces^ that it ^was impojpble for the hu- 
man mindj iiaiurally to deduce from 
that Ume^ and thofe circumjlances.^ 
the future exiftence of thole aents. 
And becaufe, if this language had 
been very pcrfpiciious, men might 
have oppofed the birth of the e=vents; 
it will iaave been intermixed with 
(fiades and light: it will have had 
fufficient li^ht to ftiew, at the birth 
of the events^ tliat the Lawgiver had 
fpoktn; and it will not have had fo 
much, as might excite the criminal 
pallions of men. 

. All thefe chara^lers I difcover in 
t\\t prophecies under my eye. In the 
fame book I lee many otlier pre- 
phecies'^'^ fcattered up and down, 

and 

* The following Note from IM-^dam Genlis on 
Religion, printed in Dublin, i2mo. p. 77, con- 
tains many of the Prophecies. , See Genlis. 
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and which are fcarcely leis. fignifi- 
cant^ " They pierced my hands. 
i' — They parted my garments 

among 

« If one man had written a book of predidions 

< relative to Jefus Chrift, as to the time and 
« manner of his coming, and that Chrift had 

* come conformably to thefe prcdiftions, this 

< would have had infinite weight; but there is 

< much more in that which has juft been fpoken 
. * of. It is a fuccefEon of men, who, during four 

< thoufand years, conftantly and without variati- 

* on come, one after the other, to foretel the 

* Came event. It is a whole people which an- 

< nounces it, and which has exifted four hun- 

* dred years, ftill to bear witnefs of the affurances 

* which they have of it, and from which they 

* cannot be turned afide by any threats or perfc- 
« cutions whatfoever ; this is quite another con- 
c Cderation. — 

< The time is prcdifted by the ftate of the 
« Jewifti people, by the ftate of the pagans, by 
« the ftate of the temple^ and by the number of 
« years. 

«It 
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" among them and caft. lots upon. 

" my vefture," &a 

Who,. 

« It IS foretold that tKe McfEaH would come 

< and forma new alliance, . which would caufe 

* the going out of Egypt to be forgotten (Jen 
•* xxiii. 7.); that he would eflfablifli his law, not 

< exteriorly, but in tlie ftcart (Ifaiah li. 7.) ; that 

* he would" put his law iii their inward parts, 

* and write in their hearts,** (Jer. xxxi. 33. and' 
' xxxii, 40,) 

< The church would be fmall in the begin- 

* ning, but that it. would afterwards cncreafe 
' (Ezek. xlnu r, and following verfes)/ 

« It is predifted, that 'idols ihouldthenbe 

* deilroyed, and images made to ceafe out o£ 

* Noph; that there ftiould be no more a prince 

* of the land of Egypt, and that God would put 
« a fear in the land of Egypt (Ezek. xxx. 13).* 

< That the temples of the idols fhpnld be 

* thrown down ; and that among all nations, 

< and in every place, pure facrifices, and toani- 

< mals, fhould be offered to the Lord. (Mai. i^ 
*■ xi.) 

That 
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Who, but He alone, to whom all 
ges are as a moment^ could unfold to 
laii a futurity fo remote, and call 

the 

« Tliat God would teach meiv of his ways 
(Ifaiah ii. 3. Mich. iv. 2, &c.) 

« That he would be king of the Jews and the 
Gentiles (Pfal. ii. 6 and 8. Ixxi. 8, &c.) 

« And no man. ever came before or after who 
taught any thing that approached thefe thinga. 

« The Jews, by putting Jefus Chrift to death, 
that they might not receive him for Mef&ah, 
gave him the laft mark of a Meffialu By con- 
tinuing to rejeft him they have made them- 
felvss irreproachable witnefles ; and by cru- 
cifying and renouncing him they have accom- 
pli Ihed the prophecies.. 

< Who would not difcover, Jefus Chrift by. fa 
many particular circumflances, which have 
been predifted of him ! for it is faid, 

* That he would have a meflenger feut before 
him, (Mai. iii. 1.) 

< That a child fhould be born whofc name 
(hould be called Wonderful, Counfellor, The 

^•Mighty 
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the things which are not^ as though 

ihey^nvere ! 

N. B. 

* Mighty God, The Evcrlafting Fatlicr, The 

* Prince of Peace (Ifaiah ix. 6.) 

* That he fliould be born in the city ofBetli- 

* lehem (Mich. v. 2.) 

* That he flipuld cdme from the family of 
« Judah (Gen. xlix. 8, and the following verfes), 
•and of the pofterity of David (2 Kings vii. I2* 
''and Ifiiali vii. 13)5 that he fliould appear in 

* Jerufalem principally (Mai. iii. i. Hag. iL lo), 

' That his glory fliould overcome the wife and 

* learned (Ifaiah vi. 10) ; that he fliould an- 

* nounce the Gofpel to the poor and meek 
« (Ifaiah Ixi. i), open th^ eyes of the blind, un- 

< flop the ears of the deaf, and make the lame 

< man leap as a hart (Ifaiah xxxv. 5 and 6) ; 

< that he would bring the blind by a way that 
' they knew not, and lead them by paths that 
' they had not known ; that he would make 

* darkneffi light before them (Ifaiah xlii. 16.) 

< That he would fliew the right way (Ifaiah 

'XXX. 21), and be a preceptor to the Gentiles 

« (Ifaiah Iv, 4). 

'That 
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N. B. For an account of prophe- 
cies in the ."New Teftament, ^d 
their cpmpletion, vid. Beattie's Evi- 
dence 

* That he would be a viftim for the fins of 

* the world ; that, he would be wounded for 

* our tranfgreffions, and bruifed for our hii- 

< quities, (Ifaiah liiL 5.) 

< That he would -be the foundation and pre- 

< cious ftone of the corner (Ifaiah xxviii. 16.) 

< That he would be for a ftone of ftumbling, 

* and for a rock of offence (Ifaiah viii. 14.) 

< That many of the inhabitants of Jerufalem 

* ftiould ftumble thereon, and fall and be broken 

< (Ifaiah viii. 15.) 

• That the builders fliould ref ufe this ftone 
(Pf.cxvii. 22.) • 

< That he would make this ftone which the 
« builders ref ufed to become the head ftone of the 
^ comer. 

< And that tWs ftone would become a great 

< mountain^ and ftU the,>vhole earth (Dan. ii. 35). 

< T4iat therefore it would be rejed:cd (Pfal. 
«cxvii. 22), defpifed and rejeded of men (If. 
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dence of Chriftianity, chap. II. Sec 
11. or Newton on the prophecies. 

« liii. 2 and 3), betrayed (Pf.xl. lo), old (Zcch. 

•xi. 12), fmitten, (If. 1.6), mocked (If. xxxiy. 

.^ I9)affliftedinan infinity of manners (Pf.lxxvii. 

* 27), (hould quench his thirft with gall (Pf. 
^ Ixviii. 22) i thatliis hands and feet would be 

< pierced (Pf. xxi. 17); that his face would be 

* fpit upon (Ifaiah 1. 6) ; that he would be put 
« to death (Dan. ix. 26) 5 that they would caft 

* lots for his garments (Pf. xxi. 19J. 

< That he would rife up from the dead (Pf. 
<xv#,io). 

« Oh the third day (Hof. vi. a). 

< That he would afcend into heaven (Pf. xl?i. 

* 6. andlxvii. 19). ^? •► /f . 

« To fit at the.right hand of God (Pf. cix.^).//^ 

< That kings would arm lifcifelves againft 

< him (Pf. ii. 2). 

•That being at the right-hand of the Father, 

* he would overcome all his enemies (Pf. cix.5). 

« That the kings of the earth and all the peo- 

< pie would worlhip him (Pf. Ixxi. i ty 

S E C- 
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SECTION XIII. 



^HE DOCTJRINE OF THE TOUN- 

DER."^ 



X F Divine Wifdom has really deign- 
ed to delcend upon the earth, to en- 
lighten mortal men, I muft xindoubt- 
edly difcover, in the doiflrine of his 
Meflenger, the indelible marks of 
aihis Adorable WifHom. 

'This grand fubjeSl demands the 
moll profound meditation : I begin 
by tracing to myfelf the chara6lers 

* Vid. Beattle's Evidence of Chriftianity, ch. 
i. and ch. ii. feft. 4. 

which 
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wliicli, ill my opinion, this doctrine 
ought to poffels, in order to appear 
conformable to the moft pure light 
of reafon^ and to add to that light, 
what the wants of humanity requir- 
ed, and what that light could not 
furnifh. 

I cannot deny, that mani'^ a ibcial 
being, and .that many, of his princi- 
^?1 faculties have the ftate of;yit:/V/y, 
dir-edlly for their objeft. The gift of 
fpeech alone is fufficient to convince 
me of this. The do6lrine of a ce- 
leftial JMefTenger muft, therefore, 
reft e:^ntially upon the great prin- 
ciples of fodahility. It muft have 
the moft dire6t tendency to perfe6l 
and ennoble all the natural fenti- 
ments, which link man to his feilow- 
creatvfres : it muft multiply and 

lengthen 
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lengthen to infinity the cords of hu- 
manity : it muft prefent to man^ the 
love of his fellow-creatures, as the 
^moft abundant and moft pure fburce 
of his prefent and future happinels. 
Is there any principle of fociability 
more refined, more noble, more 
aftive, more faithful, than that ex- 
alted benevolence, which, in the 
do6trine of the Mefliah, bears the 
*uncommori and exprefTive name of 
charity? " A new commandment 

• I do not fay neiv^ though I might, in a cer- 
tain fenfe. Cicero, in his Fifth Book Z)# 
Finibusy has the following beautiful pafTage : In 
«< omni autem honefto, nihil eft tarn illuftre, 
<< nee quod latius pateat, quam conjunclio inter 
<< homines hominum, et quafi qunedam focietas 
« et communicatio voluptatum et ipfa charitas 
« generis humanij^ &c. This philofopher utter- 
ed to his own age the firft accents of charity. 



H « 



give 
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" give I unto you, that you love one 

*^ another. By this fhallall men 

^^ know that ye are my difciples, if 
" ye have love one to another.* — 
^' Greater love than this hath no 
" man, than that he lay down his 
" life for his friends*"' And who were 
the friends of the Meflenger? Men 
of all ages and of all places : he died 
for the human race. 

In thefe repeated precepts of bro- 
therly love, in this fublime law of 
charity, do I not, fhall I not, ac* 
knowledge the Founder and Lanjc- 
giver of univerfal fociety P In this 
grand example of beneficence, in 
this voluntary facrifice, fhall I not 



*John, ch. XV. 

acknowledge 
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acknowledge the moll true and raoft 
generous Friend of Men ? 

The perfe6tion of the heart is al- 
ways an obje6l of the higheft con- 
cern : the heart is the univerfal prin- 
ciple of all the affections : a do6trine 
from heaven would not confine it- 
felf to the regulation of the external 
actions of /«a«.- it would alfo carry 
its happy influences into the moft 
fecret recefTes of the heart* " You have 
^ heard, that it hath been faid. Thou 
*' fhalt not commit adultery ; but I 
^^ fay unto you, that whofoever 
" looketh upon a woman to lull af- 
^^ ter her, hath committed adultery 
" already with her in his heart/' 
I* What, then, is this new dodlrine, 
[ which condemns the crime thought of ^ 
I as well as the crime committed? It is 
^ Ha the 



( 
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the djclriae of tliat fupcrior Philo- 
fopher, who well knew how man 
was formed, and that fuch was the 
conftitution of his being, that a 
mcFvermnt too ftrongly imprelTed up- 
on certain parts of the brain, might 
inlenfibly lead him to criminal in-' 
dulgence. This will be eafily com- 
prehendedhy the philofopher. The 
fenfelels voluptuary would at leaft fed 
it, could he perceive his own heart 
through the impurities of his imagi- 
nation. Bui^ If^y ^'^t^ y^^^ J it is 
the language of a Mailer ; and what 
a Mafter ! He fpake as one having 
authority. The good man out of the 
good ireafure of his hearty hringeth 
forth that which is good ; and an evil 
fnan^ out of the evil treafure of his hearty • 
hringeth forth that which is evil. How 
fimple the expreffions ! how true, 

how 
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how admirable the thought! The 
good man; — not the great man; it is 
much better: — his good treafure — his 
heart — the heart of the good man. 

There is no paflion more inimical 
to the Jocial Jpirit than revenge. 
There is none which more cruelly 
tyrannizes over the heart, where it 
has unhappily obtained ,polIeffion, 
A doftrine from heaven would not,^ 
therefore, confine itfelf to the Am- 
ple reprehenfion of a fentiment fo 
dangerous and fo unworthy of a fc^ 
cial being : it would not confine itfelf 
even to demand of him the facrilice 
of his refentments : far lefs would 
it allow him to retaliate : it would 
inlpire him with the mofk exalted 
heroifm^ andteachhimto puuilh the 
H 3 offender 
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oflender by a6ls of kindnefs."^ " Ye 

*^ have heard that it hath been faid, 

*^ An eye for an eye, and a tooth 

" for a tooth ; but I fay unto 

." youj — ^Love your enemies, blefa 

*^ them who curfe you^ do good 

" to them who defpitefully ufe 

^^ you and perfecute you. — ^For if 

" youlove your brethren only, what 

" do you more than others?"* And 

what motive is here propofed by the 

Author of a doftrine, Ho well calcu«* 

lated to ennoble the heart of the fb* 

cial being? " That ye may be the 

" children of your Father who is in 

" heaven; for he maketh his fiin to 

" rife on the evil and on the good, 

" and fendeth his rain on the juft 

" and on the unjuft/' The truly 

fbcial being, therefore, does, like 

Providence^ 

* Matt. civ. V. 
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Providence, difpenfe his favours. 
He does-good to all men ; and though 
he afts upon general principles/ the 
exceptions from thofe principles are 
likewife favours^ and the greateft 
favours* Judicious in his diftribu^ 
tioh of the goods of Providence, he 
knows, when neceflary, how to pro- 
portion them to the excellence of the 
beings to whom he diftiributes them. 
He inceflantly advances towards 
perfeftion, becaule he lerves a Mas- 
ter who \%perfe6l. — Be ye perfe6l. 

A doftrine, which reprobates the 
very idea of r^evenge^ and which al- 
lows the heart only a choice of fa- 
vours, will undoubtedly enjoin re- 
conciliation^ and the pardon oiperfonal 
. injuries- The truly Ibcial being is 
too great, ever to be inacceflible to 
H 4 recon* 
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reconciliation and pardon. * "There- 
" fere, if thou bring thy gift to the 
" altar^ and there remembereft that 
" thy brother hath aught againft thee, 
" leave there thy gift before the al- 
" tar, and go thy way, firft be re- 
" conciled to thy brother, and then 
" come and offer thy gift/^ Becaufe 
the God o? peace^ who is the God, of 
unherfal fbciety, deCres the facrifices 
of peace. To the altar — it would pro* 
fane^L Before the altar — it will re- 
main there but for a moment- 
f " How oft fball I forgive my bro- 
" ther ? till feven times ?*' Was the 
queftion of a diiciple, whofe foul 
was not yet fufficiently ennobled. 
Until feventy times Jeven^ anfwer-ed 
He, who ahvays pardoned, becauie 
he had always occaiion to pardon. 



* Matt, chap, 6. 
f Matt, chr.p. \%. 



fc^\^^- 
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A do6lrine which breathed only 
charity^ would apparently make to- 
leration one of the firft laws of the 
foetal being: for it would be contra- 
ry to the nature of things, that a 
Ibcial being were intolerant. Men as 
yet carnal^ would dilpofe of thej^rd 

of hecL'ven : * Majier^ wilt thou 

What reply does the Friend of man 
give to this inhuman raih demand ? 
" Ye know not what manner of fpi- 
" rit ye are of : I am not come to 
" deftroy men's lives, but to lave 
" them/' Shall men, therefore, who 
call themfelves the difciples of this 
good Mailer, perfecute their fel- 
low-men, becaule they have the 
misfortune not to affix to certain 
words the fame ideas with them* 

* Lukcj chap. 9* 
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# 

felves ? Will they employ fire and 

fword to 1 cannot proceed — I 

fhudder with horror — ^This dread- 
ful night begins to be difpelled — ^A 
ray of light has penetrated into it — 
May the Sun of rightemifnels at laft 
drive it from the world I 

A do6trine from heaven rauft in- 
ftruft man in the knowledge ofthofe 
things which conftitute his real hap- 
pinefs. He is a fenjible being : he 
has ajfecliom : he muft have obje6ls 
to fatisfyhis^g/^r^i^.- hemufthave ob- 
je6ls to poITefs his heart. Biit what 
obj efts would fuch a do6trine prelent 
to a being, who lives upon the earth 
but for a few moments, and whofe 
true country is heaven? Should this 
being, whofe immortal foul fwal- 
lows up time, and grafps at eterni- 
ty^ Rx his heart upon obje6ls which 
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iitne can devour ? Should this being, 
endowed with fo great difcernment, 
miftake the fleeting colours of the 
dew-drop for the brilliancy of the 
dilmond ? * " Lay not up for your- 
" felves trealures upon earth, where 
" moth and ruft do corrupt, and 
" thieves break through and Ileal ; 
" but lay up for yourfelves treafures 
" in heaven, where neither moth 
" nor ruft do corrupt, and where 
" thieves do not break through nor 
" fteal : for where your treafure is, 
" there your heart will be alfo." 
What niore true, and what more 
lenlibly felt by him who hasthehap- 
pinels to lay up for himfelf fuch a 
treafure ! His heart is wholly there. 
This man has already fat donvn in 
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heavenly places. He hungers and thirjis 
after righteoufnefs^ and he JhaU be 
filed. 

If a do6lrine from heaven pre- 
fcribed any religious wDrfhip, this 
would be in dire6l relation with the 
nature of the under/landing y and be 
equally fuited to the dignity of a 
moral being, and to the majefty and 
fpirituality of the Supreme Being. 
^' Learn what this means, I will 
'^ have mercy, and not lacrifice/' 
Mefcy — the thmgjignifed^ and not 
X!\^Jig^ • * " The hour cometh, and 
" now is, when the true worftiip- 
^- perslhall worfhip the Father in 
" fpirit and in truth: for the Father 
^^ fe^kcth fuch to worfhip him. 

* John, chap. 4. 

« God 
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^^ God is a fpirit, and they who 
^^ worihip him, muft worihip him 
" infpirit and in truth/' Infpirit''^ 
in truth. — Thefe two words exhaufl 
every thing, and are themfelves in- 
exhauftible : but they may be for- 
gotten : \X\XidifuperJlitim never knew 
them. 

But becaufe man is a lenfible be- 
ing, and becaufe a religion which 
would reduce every thing to~ pure 
fpirituality^ could not be fufficiently 
calculated for luch a being ; a doc- 
trine from heaven would hot fail to 
ftrike Xhtfenfes by fomething exter- 
nal. This do6lrine would, there- 
fore, eftablifti an external nvorjhip ; 
it would inftitute ceremonies ;^ but 
their number would be fmall, and 
their noble Jimplicity and exprejjlm 
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would be exa6lly appropriated to the 
particular dejign of the inftitution, 
and to the fpiritualHy of internal 
worlhip. 

In like manner alio, becaule it is 
one of the natural efFedls oi prayer j 
to remind man of his weaknelles, 
his miferies, his wants ; becaule it is 
another natural effeft of this relis^i^ 
oUrS a6l^ to imprint on the brain thofe 
difpojitions which are moft proper 
for overcoming the too ftrong im- 
preffions of fenlible obje6tsi in fine, 
becaule /?r«jVi^r is an eliential part of 
that reafonable homage, which an 
intelVizent creature owes to his CRE- 
ATOR ; a do6lrine from heaven 
would excite man to prayer^ and 
make it one of his duties. It would 
even prefcribe him a form^ and would 

exiiort 
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exhort him not to ufe vain repetitions^ 
And as the mind cannot remain long 
in that profound recoUeftion which 
prayer requires, ihtform prefcribed 
would be very fhort, and contain 
only the moft necejfary things, ex- 
preffed in terms very forcible, and 
txtenfive in their fignification. 

It would alfo be perfe6lly in the 
fpirit of a do6lrine from heaven, to 
corredl the judgments of men re-? 
fjpefting moral evil^ the confufed mix-- 
ture of the good with the bad^ and re- 
fpe6ling the condu^ of PROVIDENCE 
in general. Here modern philofo- 
phy rifes very high, yet does not 
attain to the height of this popular 
philofophy, which, under familiar 
images, conceals the mofttranfcend* 
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ant truths. "^ " Sir, didft not thou 
" fow good feed in thy field? 
" Whence then hath it tares ? Wilt 
" thou that we go and gather them 
" up ? Nay, faid he, left while you 
" gather up the tares, ye root up 
" alfo the wheat with them. Let 
" both grow up until *the harveft; 
" and in the time of harveft I fhall 
'' fay u^to the reapers, gather ye 
" together firft the tares, * and bind 
« them in bundles — but gather the 
" wheat into my barn/' Men ig- 
norant of agriculture would anti- 
cipate the Jeafon^ and clear the field 
before the time. They would not 
have done ^o^ had they been per* 
mitted to open the great hook of the 
Mafter of the harveft. 

* Matt. chap. 13. 

•• If 
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^^felf4ove be the univerfal princi- 
pie of man's a6tions ; if he can ne- 
ver be more furely direfted to what 
is good, than by the hope of rewards 
and the fear of punifhments ; if a 
do6lrine from heaven is to fupport 
th6 morality of motives^ which are • 
capable of influencing men of every 
rank ; fuch a do6trine will uhquef- 
tionably announce to thehuman race 
z. future Jiaie o? happimfs^ or dt mi* 
fery^ according to the nature oi moral 
a6lions. It will' give the moft mag • 
aifiCent ideas o^ future happinefs^ and 
^2J^\. future mifery in the moft frights 
fuL calpurs. And as thefe objefts 
are of fuch a nature, that they can*' 
not be reprefented to men, but by 
comparifbns taken from things with 
which they are beft acquainted; this 
dodlrine will have frequent recourle 
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to fuch comparifons. There will be 
banquets^ marriages^ crownsy fulnejs of 
joy^ rivers of delighty &c. or there will 
be tearsy gnafhing of teetk, darknefsy 
the gnawing worm^ devouring JTre^ &a 
In fine, becaufe ikreatenings cannot 
be too rejiraining; linceit every day 
happens, that men willingly expofe 
themfelves to years of mifery and 
pain, for the pleafure of a mo-* 
ment, * it would be perfeftly in the 
Ipirit of this do6trine, to reprefent 
punijhments z&^etemaly or at leaft as 
a wretchednefs of indefinite duration. 
But while it difcovered this dread- 
ful abyfs to the eyes oi fenfual men, 
this word of life would at the lame 
time exalt the compaffions of the 

* M. Bonnet muft be implicitly followed in 
his fentiments here» 

common 
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common Fath ER of men, and would 
permit them to fee, upon thebrink of 
the aby ft, a beneficent hand, which — 
if juftice in the Supreme Being be 
goodnels dire6led by wifdom — ^if So* 
vereign Beneficence eflentially defires 
the perfe6lion of all fentient and in- 
telligent beings — if pains can be a 
natural means of perfection — ^if there 
is more joy in heaven over a finner 
that repenteth — if he loves much, 
to whom much has been forgiven— 
my heart bounds — ^I am loft in ad- 
miration — ^How marvellous the chain 
— ^The compaflions of Him who 
alone is good, are infinite— he de- 
fireth not the death of the linner^ 
but his converfion and life — He de- 
fireth, and does he defire in vain ? 



I'jG INTERESTING VIEWS 

But would a doftrihe^ which in- 
fluenced men by motives o? interejl^ 
be a do6lrine from heaven ? Ought 
it not, on the contrary, to dire^ 
rtien to goodnefs^ by the pure and di- 
Jinterejied love of goodnels? A foul 
that loves perfe6lion5 may be eafily 
feduced by a fublime idea of perfec- 
tion. Ought I not here to beware 
of this fort of illufion? Would a 
doftrine, which prefented no other 
motive to men, than a philofophical 
confideration of the Jaitsfa6iion at- 
tached to the pra6iice ofgoodnefs:^ be a 
do6lrine fufficiehtly univerfal and 
efficacious? Would the pleafure at- 
tached to intelle6lual and moral ex* 
cellence be felt by every man ? Would 
this delicate, this pure and angelic 
pleafure have fufficient influence in 
all cafes, and in thofe principally 

where 
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where the paffions and appetites ty- 
rannize over the foul, and {6 power- 
fully folicit it to criminal gratifica- 
tions? What do I fay? Is man an 
angel? Is his body of an ethereal fub- 
ftance ? Do not flefh and blood enter 
intohis compofition? He who made 
man, knows what is neceliary for 
him, better than the philofopher too 
much enamoured of imaginary ex- 
cellence. The Author of all true 
excellence has appropriated the moft 
fure and, moft efficacious means to 
the moft important end. He -has 
fuited his precepts to the nature and 
n^elfities of that mixed being, 
whom he would roule and reftrain. 
To the iage he has fpoken by the 
voice ofwifdom^ to the people by 
that of feeling and authority. Great 
and generous fouls may conform to 

order 
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order through their love of order : 
fouls of a lefs noble frame may be 
dire6led to the fame end by the hope 
of reward, or by the fear of punifti- 
ment. In recalling man to moral 
reftitude, the Author of man does 
at the lame time recalhim to reafon. 
He fays to him. Do good, and thou 
fhalt be happy. Sbw^ and thou /halt 
reap^ is a faitliful expreffion of the 
truth, the relation of the caufe to 
the effe6l : a grain thrown into the 
ground, is there expanded. 

If man is by his nature a mixed 
being ; if his foul exercifes all its 
faculties throvigh the intervention of 
a body; a doftrine which came 
from heaven would not only inform 
man of the immortality of the foul, 

it 
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it would inform him alio of the * 
immortality of his being. And if this 
doiftrine borrowed comparifons from 
what takes place in plants^ it would 
fpeak to the people a familiar, but 
moft expreflive language. " The 
*^ hour is coming, in which all that 
" are in their graves fhall hear the 
*^ voice of the Son of God, and fhall 
" come forth, they that have done 
^^ good, to the relurreftion of life, 
<^ and they that have done evil, to 
^^ the refurreftion of damnation/' 
It will not, therefore, be the foul 
alone, which will enjoy this immor- 
tality, it will be the whole man. I 
am the refurredlion and the life. — Afto- 
nifhing words ! Language like this, 
the ear has never heard ! The ma- 

*Vid. ift Corinthians, chap. 15. 
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jefty of the expreffions announces 
the Prince of life! — I am the refur-. 
reStkn. — He commands death, and 
ftrips the grange of its vidiory. 



S E O 
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S E C T I O J>r XIV. 

THE DOCTRINE OF THE DISCI- 

PLES OF THE FOUNDER. 

PARALLEL BETWEEN ' THEM, 
THE DOCTORS OF THE SYNA- 
GOGUE, AND THE SAGES OF 
PAGANISM. 

IF, after having heard Wifilom it- 
felfj I liften to thofe extraordinary 
men whom it inlpired, I fhall think 
[hear it ftill, becaufe it will ftill 
(peak. I fhall not, therefore, any 
more put the queftion to myfelf^ 
[low fimple fifhermen could have 
ii6tated to the human race a lyftem 
^f morality^ far fuperior to every 
2iing which reafon had hitherto 
I con- 
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conceived ; a fyftem which compre- 
hends every duty; which traces 
every duty to. its Xxw^fmrce ; which 
makes but one family of all the di& 
ferent fbcieties icattered upon the 
face of the earth ; which clofely links 
together all the members of this fa- 
mily; which unites this family to 
the great family of heavenly intelli- 
gences; and which calls Him, whofe 
goodnefs extends from the fparrow 
to the cherub, the Father of thoft 
families. I fhall eafily perceive, 
that fo exalted a philofophy iprung 
not from the mud of Jordan, and 
that fb bright a light did not iflue 
from the thick darknels of thejjy^^ 

I ftiall be more ftrongly confirm- 
ed in this thought, if I have the pa- 
tience. 
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tience, or the courage, to perufe the 
writmgs of the moil famous Doctors 
of that fiuiaticaland haughty fyna- 
gogue ; and if I compare thefe writ- 
ings with thofe of the men whom It 
perfecuted, becaule their virtues tor- 
mented and provoked it. What 
monftrous colle6tions of dreams and 
vifions! What ablurdities heaped 
upon abfurditiesi What abufe of 
Interpretation! Whatftrangenegledl 
of realbn! What infults upon com- 
mon fenfe ! &c. I attempt to dive 
into this morals; its depth aftoni- 
Ihes me J I dive again, and draw 
forth a precious book, fo much dif- 
figured, that I can hardly recognize 
it. 

I afterwards turn to the lages of 

|)aganifmi I open the immortal 

la writings 
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writings of a Plato, a Xenophon, a 
Cicero^ &c* and my eyes are delight*^ 
ed with thofe firft appearances of 
the morning of reafon. But how 
weak, how confuled, how uncertain! 
What clouds to be penetrated ! — 
Night is hardly ended: day has not 
yet commenced: the Sun from on 
high has not yet appeared: but 
thole fages hope for and expeft his 
rifing. 

I cannot refufe my admiration to 
thofe ingenious men. They afford- 
ed to human nature, confolation 
againft the outrages which it receiv- 
ed from fuperftition and barbarity. 
They were in fome relpefts the fore- 
runners of that reafon, which was to 
bring life and immortality to light. 
I would apply to them, if I durft, 

what 
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what a writer, who Was much more 
than ingenious, faid of the prophets; 
They were lights Jhining in a dark 
place. 

But the more I ftudy thofe fages 
of paganifm, the more am I fatiC- 
fied that they had not arrived at that 
plenHtsde of dodlrine, which I dilco- 
ver in the works of the fjhermen^ 
and in thole of the tenUmaker. In 
the fages of paganifm, all is not ho^ 
mogeneotiSy all is not equally valua- 
ble; and fometimes I perceive the 
pearl upon the dimghill. They fay 
admirable things, which feem to re- 
lemble inspiration. But, I know not 
how it happens, thefe things do jiot 
reach the heart, like thole which I 
read in the writings of the men, 
whom human philolbphy had not 
I :^ «v- 
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enlightened. In the latter I find a 
pathos^ an unilion, a gravity, a 
ftrength of lentiment and thought^ 
I had almoft faid, a ftrength of 
nerve and mufcle, ,v hich I do not 
find in the former. The latter reach 
the very vitals of my foul ; the for* 
mer addrefs themlelves to my un- 
derftanding. And how much more 
perfliafive are the fifhermen^ than 
the fages crf'paganifm ! becaufe they 
were moreftrongly perfuaded them^ 
felves : becaufe they hsAJem^ heardy 
Tixi&feUf 

I difcover many othei* circum- 
ftances which appear to me very 
much to djftinguifh the dilciples of 
Jefus Chrift froni thofe of Socrates, 
and efpecially from thofe of Zeno». 
I &o\^ to confider thofe diftinguifh- 
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ing circumftances, and the moft 
ftriking are, that compleat negle6l 
of feF, which allows the foul no 
other lentinient, but that of the im- 
portance and greatnefs of its obje6t; 
and to the heart no other defire, but 
that of faithfully anfwering its deC- 
tination, and doing good to all men : 
that colle6led patience which fupports 
the trials of life; not only becaufe 
it is great and philofophical to fup- 
port them, but becaufe they are dif- 
penfations of a wife Providence, in 
whofe eyes refignation is the moft 
graceful homage : that elevation of 
thoughts and views, that great cou- 
rage, which render the Ibul fuperior 
to all events, becaufe they render it 
luperior to itfelf : that firm adhe- 
rence to truth and goodnefs, which 
nothing can fhake, becaufe this truth 
1 4 e.wl 
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and goodnefi do not depend upon 
opinion^ but are built upon the demons 
Jirationofihefpiritandofponver: that 
juft valuation of things. — ^But how 
far are luch men above my feeble 
paiiegyric ! They have painted them- 
felves in their writings t in them 
they wifti to be contemplated : and 
what parallel can be drawn between 
the pupils of Divine wifdom, and 
thofe of human? 



S E C^ 
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SECTION XV. 

THE PRIMITIVE CHURCH. — ITS 

PRINCIPLES AND MANNERS 

TACIT OR EXPRESS CONCESSI- 
ONS OF ADVERSARIES^ 



D 



I D thole fages of Paganifm, 
who faid fuch excellent things, and 
who were fo much admired by 
adepts, root, out one fingle preju- 
dice from the minds of the people, 
or overthrow the fmalleft idol? Did 
Socrates, whom I. would call the //:- 
Jlitutor of natural morality^ and who 
was the firft martyr of reafon in the 
Pagan world; did the prodigious 
Socrates change the worfhip of 
1 5 Athens^ 
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Athens, or efFe6t the flighteft revo^ 
lution in the manners of his couni- 
try? 

In a Ihort time after the death of 
Jesus Christ, I fee a fociety, oF 
which the lages of Paganifm had not 
even conceived the poflibility, form- 
ing itfelf in an obfcure corner of the 
earth. This Ibciety is almoft entire- 
ly compofed of Socrateles and Epic- 
tetufes. All its members are clofe- 
ly united in the bonds of fraternal 
love, and of the moll piire and a6live 
benevolence. One fpirit pofleffes 
them all, the fpirit of their Founder 
They all adore the Supreme Being, 
in fpirit and in truth ; and the reli- 
gion of all conlifls in * " vifiting.the 
" fatherlefs and widows in their af- 

* EpifUe of James, chap, i 

*^ fiiilion^ 
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^^ fliftion, and in keeping them- 
^' felves unlpotted from the world. 
" — They ate their meat with glad- 
" nefs and iinglenefs of heart — ^they 
" * had no poor amongftthem; for 
" as many as were poffefibrs of lands 
'^ and houfes, fold them, and brought 
'' the. prices to the condu^rs of 
" the fbciety. In a word, I think 
" I am contemplating a new terref* 
" irial paradf/e : but all its trees are 
" trees of life. 

What, then, is the fecret caufe of 
this great phenomenon in morality? 
By what prodigy, unknown to all 
preceding ages, does a fociety Ipring 
up, in the bofbm of corruption and 
fanaticifm, whofe principle is the 
love of mankind, whofe end is their 

* AGs, chap. 4. 

hap- 
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happinefe, whofe motive is the ap- 
probation of the Sovereign Judge, 
whofe hope is eternal life ? 

Do I not deceive ^ my felf? Might 
not the firft hiftorian of this fociety 
have exaggerated its virtues, it« 
manners, its a6lions ? But the mer, 
of whom he Ipeaks, were quickly 
known in the world, furrounded, 
befet, ebferved and perfecuted by a 
crowd of maliciou^ foes : and if ad- 
verfity dilcovers the chara6lers of 
men, I muft allow, that no men 
could ever have been better known 
than thefe were. If, therefore, their 
hiftorian had exaggerated, or di£. 
guifed the fafts, is it to be fuppofed, 
that he would not have been attack* 
ed by fufpicious, vigilant, prejudic- 
ed contemporaries, who were not 
animated by tl\e fa.me intereft? 
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But can I5 upon any fblid grounds, 
entertain the leaft luipicion of the 
teftimony contained in the famous 
letter of a magiftrate*, not lels in- 
telligent than virtuous, who was par- 
ticularly charged by a great prince f 
to watch over the conduft of the 
new men, who were in all places 
under the eye of the police? This 
remarkable teftimony is the lub-s 
fiance of that which was given to the 
new fociety^ by the very men who 
had abandoned and betrayed it; 
which teftimony was not contradi6t-^ 
ed by the magiftrate, who lays it 
before the prince* 

" They declared, that their whole 
^^ error, or fault, confifted in thefe 

♦ Pliny the Younger, 
.f Trajan. 

« parf 
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«^ particulars : that, upon a certaki 
" day, they ufcd to alTemble before 
" fun -rife, and fing a hymn in praife 
" of Chrift, as if he had been a 
" God; that they bound themfelves 
*' by an oath, not to the commiilion 
^ of any crime, but to abftain from 
^ theft and adultery, to keep their 
^^ promifes, and not refufe to reftore 
" whatever was committed to their 
" truft; that when this was done, 
^ they ufually feparated, and met 
" again to eat in common their 
•^ innocent meal/^ 

I feem to be ftill reading the hif^ 
torian of this extraordinary Ibciety. 
They who gave lb advantageous a 
teftimony to its principles and man* 
ners, were at the fame time certain 
of the prote6tion of the prince, and 

of 
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of his minifters, and might have ca-r 
lumniated it with inipumty. The 
magiftrate does not gainfay this teC 
timony ; has he, therefore, nothing 
to oppofe to it? He, therefore, tacit- 
ly acknowledges thofe principles and 
ntianners? " Is it,"" lays he^ " the 
" name alone, or the crimes attach- 
^ ed ta that name, which^ ought to 
^^ bepunifhed?'* He moft evidently 
infinuates, that it was a name which 
was punifkedjrather than crimes. How 
fingular an agreement between two 
writers, whole religious opinions 
and views were fo different! How 
great the monument! how great the 
eulogiumf The magiftrate is the 
contemporary of the hiftorian : they 
both lee the fame objedts, and al- 
moft in the liime manner. Is it 
poffible that the truth Ihould not be 
here ? 
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But the magiftrate throws a re- 
proach upon this fbciety Osgood men: 
and what is that reproach ? " A am- 
^^ tumadaui and inflexible cb/iinacy^ 
^' which appeared to him worthy of 
" punijhment'^ ^^ I judged it necejfary^ 
" adds he, to extort the truth by 
^^ force of tortures, — I have dijcover-^ 
*' ed nothing hut a bafe fuperfiition 
^' carried to excefs'* 

Here the magiftrate and the hit 
toriaa differ in their views: a bafe 
Juperjiition : becaufe the magiftrate 
no longer faw fa6ls and manners, 
Kut a do6lrine; and in order to be 
properly feen, this do6lrine requir- 
ed eyes better exercifed in obferva * 
tions of this kind: neverthelei^s, I 
pay particular attention to this hap- 
py oppofition between the two wri- 
ters: 
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ters : it feems to me to concur, like 
every other cirqumftance, in placing 
the truth in full fplendor. The ma* 
giftrate does not judge of the new 
fbciety, like one of its fecret parti- 
fans, but through all his priejudices 
of birth, education, philolophy, po» 
litics^ religion, &c. I am pleaied 
to fee him mention that inflexible ob^ 
Jiinacy: what then was the Iubje6l 
of zxiiob/iinacy which refilled the 
force of tortures ? Was it any parti- 
cular opinion? No, but fails; and 
f a6ls of which all the lenfes could 
have judged. 



« -.- .t u..*, 



SEC- 



198 INTERESTING VIEWS 



SECTION XVI. 

THE SUCCESS OF THE TESTIMO- 
NY — MARTYRS. 

The infant fockty daily ac^ 
Quires ftrength ; gradrally extends 
itfelf i and wherever it-gdns ground, 
I behold fuperftition, prejudice, and 
idolatry fall down bejfore the crofi 
of the Founder.. 

The capital of the world is quickly 
peopled by the new converts ; it 
overflows with them : they were^ 
fays Tacitus, a huge multitude* 
They were Icattered over the great- 
eft provinces of the empire : of this 
I am lijkewife informed by the fame 

magiftrate. 
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magiftrate, who was the ornament 
of his country, and of the age in 
which he lived. He was governor 
of two great provinces, Pontus and 
Bythinia. He writes thus to his 
mafter : ^^ The matter feems to me 
^^ worthy of your confideration, on 
^ accoiilk of the multitudes involv- 
^* ed iii^ this danger; for a very 
'^ great. nuiAber of peribns of all 
^^ ages, of aH: ranksjof both fexes, are, 
^. and will be, every day brought to 
^ trirf. The contagion of this iii- 
^^ pemition has not only infected 
'^' the cities, it has reached ^Ifo the 
* villages and the country. — ^*Tis 
^ certain, that the temples were 
i alnioft deferted, the lacrifices ne- 
^ glefted, and the vi6lims almoil 
^ without purchafers*.'* 

* Plin. Epift. Jib. x. ep. 97. 

Corinth, 
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^ Corinth, Ephefus, Theflalonica, 
Philippic Coloflae, and many other - 
cities, prefent me with a multitude 
of inhabitants, who embrace the 
new doftrine. I find the hiftory of 
the foundation of thofe particular 
ibcieties, not only in the hiftorian 
of the great fociety, of which they 
formed a part, but alio in the letters 
of that indefatigable difciple, by 
whom tibey were founded* 

I lee (n'al tradition unite with the 
written, and concur in prelerving 
and ftrengthening the tejiimony. I 
lee the dilciples of the lecond age, 
joining hands with thofe ofthefirft; 
an Irenaeus receiving from a Poly* 
carp what he had received from one 

of 
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of the firft eye-witnefles* ; and this 
chain of traditional teftimony ex- 
tends, without interruption, through 
the following ages, &c. 

Kings, and their miniftei^, do 
from time to time infli6l upon this 
innocent ibdety, cruelties unknown 
to the moft barbarous nations, and 
fhocking to humanity ; and yet in 
the midft of thefe horrible perlecu- 
tions, the fociety was founded and 
increafed every day. 

My 

* John. ** I could yet repeat/' fays Ircnjcus, 
'< the difcourfes which Polycairp delivered to the 
** people, and - what he related of his converfa- 
" tions with John, and others who had feen 
<< the Lord. The account he gave of his per- 
*< fon, his miracles and doftrine, he received 
*< from eye-witnefles of the word of life j and 
« this account was cxaftly conformable to our ' 

<* fcriptures/|l 
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My attention, however, is not £o 
much excited by this natural eflfeft 
oi perfecution^ as by a £jpecies of mar- 
tyrdom, altogether new. Violent 
contradi6lions may irritate and ex- 
alt the foul: but thofe. millions of 
martyrs who expire under tortures, 
are not martyrs of ophtim ; they die 
voluntarily in atteftation of fadls. 
I know that there have been martyrs 
of opinion in every age, and in aU 
moft every place : at this day there 
are Ibme in thofe countries * over 
which foolifh fuperftition tyranni- 
zes : but I know of none who have 
died in atteftation of fafts, except 
the difciples of Jefus Chrift. 

« fcripturcs.*' Eufeb. b. v. ch. 15. and 20- 
See the notes of Mr. Scigneux on^he work of 
Mr. Addifon, p« 2281 229«tom. i. 
*Jndia. 

I obierve 
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I obferve, alfo, that thofe men 
who fo courageoufly lacrifice them- 
lelves in fupport of thofe facSls, are 
attached to their creeds neither by 
birth, nor education, nor authority, 
nor any temporal interefts. There- 
fore, I can imagine no other fatis- 
faftory reaibn why they devoted 
themfelves fb voluntarily to fuffer- 
ings and to death, but the ftrongeft 
eonvidlion of the certainty of the 
fa^s. 

In fine, after three centuries of 
toils, pains, and tortures, after hav- 
ing combated for three centuries 
with the armour of patience and 
charity, the fociety is triumphant, 
the new religion afcends the throne 
of the Caefars, idolatry is over- 
thronwn, and paganifm expires. 

SEC- 
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SECTION xvn. 



OBSTACLES TO BE SURMOUNTED. 



W) 



HAT an aftonifhing revolu- 
tion have I been contemplating ! 
Who were the men who brought it 
about? .What obftacles had they to 
Turmount ? 

A poor man, who had not where 
to lay his head, who was reputed 
the Ion of a carpenter, and who 
ended his days by an ignominious 
death, was the Founder of this Re- 
ligion, which triumphs over Pagan* 
ifm anS its monfters* 

This 
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This man chofe difciples from 
the dregs of the people : he took the 
greateft part of them front among 
limple fifhermen, and to fuch men 
he gave commifiion to publilh his 
religidh throughout the earth : Go 

and teach all nations. Te fhall be 

witnejjes unto me to the uttermoji parts 
of the earth. 

They obey the voice qf their Maf- 
ter ; they publifh to the nations the 
nvordoflife; they atteft the refur- 
reftion of the crucified Jefus ; the 
nations believe, and are conver- 
ted- 

Here is the great phenomenon in 

morality which I have to explain : 

here is a revolution more furprizing 

than any recorded in hiftory, and 

K for 
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for which I muft aflign a fatisfafto- 
ry zxAJufficient reafon. 

I take a furvey of the earth before 
this ^xe^X, revolution happened. Two 
principal religions prelent them- 
felves to my view, theifm and ^^/y- 
iheifm. 

I do not mean the theifm of the 
p^gan philofophers, that inconlide- 
rable number of fages, who like So- 
crates or Anaxagoras, afcribed the 
origin of things to an 'Eternal Spirit \ 
thefe fages did not form any hody^ 
and abandoned the people to the 
mire of prejudice and idolatry. 
They had their bands full of truth, 
and deigned to open them to thofe 
.only who were adepts. 

I mean 
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1 mean the iheifm of that lingular 
and populous nation, feparated by 
its laws, its cuftoms, and even its 
prejudices, from all other nations, 
and which believed it had received 
its religion and laws from the imme- 
diate hand of God. This nation is 
firmly perfuaded, that this religion 
and thele laws Werfe Supported by 
divers extraordinary miracles ; it is 
ftrongly attached to its external wor^ 
Jhip^ its cuftoms, and its traditions i 
and though it is very much ftripped 
c(f its priftine fplendour, and fub^ 
jfe6ted to ia foreign yoke, it ftill pre^ 
^ferves all the pride ot its ancient 
liberty, and thinks itfelf the Ibleob- 
je6l of the Creator's favour: it 
has the moft fovereign contempt for 
4iil other nations, and profelles to 
K % expe<9: 
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expe6l a Deliverer, who will lub- 
je6t the univerfe to its fway. 

Polytheifm is almoft the umverfal 
and reigning religion. 'It aiiumes all 
kinds of forms, according to the 
climate and genius of the nations. 
It favours all the paffions, even the 
moft monftrous. It abandons the 
heart, but fometimes reftrains the 
hand. It flatters all the fenfes, and 
unites the Jiejh with the Jpirit. It 
prefents to the people the famous 
examples^ of its gods, and thofe gods 
are monflers of cruelty and impu- 
rity, who muft be honoured by 
cruelties and impurities. It attrails 
the eyes of the multitude by its en- 
chantments, its prodigies, its augu- 
ries, its divinations, the pomp of 
its worfhip, &c. It builds the altar 

of 
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of viccj and digs the grave of vir- 
tue. 



How will the fifhermen, tranf^ 
formed into mijjionaries^ perfuade 
fuch theifts as thofe, that all their 
external worfhip, which is fo ma- 
jeftic^ fo ancient, ^o venerable, is 
no longer that which God requires 
of them, and that it is for ever abo- 
lifhed; that allthofe auguft, myfte- 
rious ceremonies, fo well fuited to 
aftonifh the lenfes, are orAy fJiadonvs 
of thofe things, of which they pre- 
fent to them the lubftance? How 
will they force them to acknow- 
ledget^ that thofe traditions, to which 
they were fo attached in heart and 
Ipirit, are only the commandmmts of 
meriy and that X\ixy annihilate that 
law, which they believe to be di- 
K 3 -^ivclO. 
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vine? HoWy in particular, will the 
fifhermen perluade thofe proud the.- 
ids, that the poor and humble man, 
Vv^hom their magiftrates condemned, 
and who expired upon a crols, is 
indeed that great Deliverer who had 
been announced to them, and whom 
tliey expe6led? that they are no 
longer the fole obje6la oftheextra^ 
ordinary favour of Providenee, and 
that all the nations of the earth are 
called to participate of this favour? 

How will fifhermen remove fromv 
the eyes of the grofs/d?/y/A^£/i?,. thofe 
multiplying glajfes^ which makeJiim- 
fte as many gods as there are obje6ts 
in nature ? Row will they fpiritua- 
lize his ideas, detach him from' that 
inert matter in which he is incorpo- 
rated, and convert him to the Liv. 

ING 
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IN G Go D ? How will they draw hi ai 
from the feducing pleafures^of lenle, 
from voluptuoufnefs of every kind? 
How will they purify and ennoble 
all his afie6lions? How will they 
make him a fage, and more than a 
fage? How v/ill they reftrain his 
^heart as well as his hand? How, in 
particular^ will they perfuade him 
to do homage to a man difgraced by 
an ignominious death-, and convert 
ihe faolijhnefs of the crojs into wijdom^ 
in the eyes-of the polytheift ?- 

How will the heralds of the cvu- 
cijied Jefus induce their new follow- 
ers to renounce their deareft tempo- 
ral interefts, to live in contempt, 
in humiliation, in opprobrium; to 
brave all pains and punifhments, to 
felift all temptations, and to perfe- 
K 4 veto. 
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vere unto death in a do6lrine, which 
promiles no recompence in the pre- 
fent, but in a future life ? 



By what meaiii^ therefore, does it 
liappen, that the poor fiihers are 
become fifhers of mm ? How was it 
poffible, that in lels than half a cen- 
tury, fo many different nations ihould 
embrace the new do6trine? How ha$ 
the grain of mu/iar defied become a great 
tree? How has this tree ovelihadow- 
ed fo many great kingdoms ? . 

I knqiw that men in general are 

not enemies to feverity of morals : 

becaufe it fuppofes very great ef* 
• • • 

forts : becaufe men have a natural 
talle for excellence: not that they 
always aim to attain it; but they 
are always pleafed with it, at leaft 

in 
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in fpeculation. Voluntary poverty, . 
great diliiitereftednefs, a painful, la- 
borious life, eafily attraft the atten- 
tion and efteem of men. All thcfe 
they will readily admire, provided 
they are not obliged to pra6life 
them. 

rf, therefore, this new doftrine ' 
were purely fpeculatwe^ I can with- 
out riiuch difficulty conceive, that it 
might have gained the efteem, and 
even admiration of fome nations. 
They might have regarded It as a 
new fyftem of philolbphy," and its .^ 
profeflbrs might have appeared to 
them fages of a very particular or- 
der. But this doftrine conlifts not 
of pure Jpeculations ; it is wholly 
pra6licaL; it is fo ejjeniially^ and in 
the ftri6left fenfe ; it is the moft ex- 
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alted kind o? pradlical heroifm: it 
fuppofes the moft complete felf-de- 
nial; combats all the paffions; cap- 
tivates all the inclinations ; repreffes 
all the delires; allows the heart no 
other indulgence, but the love of 
Godj and of its neighbour; demands 
continual fkcrificeSj and thofe of the 
greateft extent ; and never propofes 
any rewards which the eye can fee, 
or the hand can touch. 

I conceive alfo, that the charms 
of eloquence, the glare of riches, the 
Iplendor of dignified rank, the in- 
fluence of power, will eaiily procure 
credit to a do6lrine, and gain it 
many partiians. 

But the do6lrine of the crucified 
Jefus is announced by poor fimple 

men 5 
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men, whofe eloquence confifts ra* 
ther in things than in words ; by 
men who publifti things which Ihock 
all received opinions ; by men of the 
loweft rank, and who promile to 
tjheir followers nothing in this life, 
but iufferings, torments, and crojps. 
And yet thefe are the men who tri- 
umph overjlefh mtd hlood^ and con- - 
vert the world. 

The effe6l is prodigious, rapid, du- 
rable; it ftill exifts: I difcover no 
natural caufe capable of producing 
it: it muft, neverthelels, have a 
caufe^ and a great caufe : what, then, 
is that caufe ? At the na7ne ofjejiis^ the 
lame nvalk^ the lepers are cleanjed^ 
the deafhear^ the blind fee^ the dead are 
raffed. I enquire no farther: the 
whole is explained : the problem is 

folved* 
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folved. The Lawgiver of nature 
has fpoken : the nations have heard 
him, and the univerfe has acknow- 
ledged its Mafter. He who in the 
grain of muftard-leed faw the great 
tree^ was therefore the meflenger of 
this Mafter, who choft the nveak things 
of the nt or id to confound thejirong. 



SEC- 



OF CHRISTIANITY. '2,lf 



SECTION xvm. 

GENERAL DIFFICULTIES. THE 

LIGHT OF THE GOSPEL HAS' 
NOT EXTENDED SO FAR AS THE 
GREATNESS OF ITS DESIGN 
SEEMED TO RiqUIRE. — THE 
GREATER NUMBER OF CHR.ISTI- 
ANS HAVE MADE LITTLE PRO-, 
GRESS IN VIRTUE. — ANSWERS. 



B, 



*U T am I not precipitate in my 
judgment? Am I not too much 
dilpofed to believe and admire? 
Has the univerfe acknowledged its 
Mafter? Has this falutary do6lrine 
converted the whole world ? I cafl: 
my eye upon the globe, and fee with 

alio* 
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aftonilhment that this heavenly 
light illuminates but a fmall part of 
the earth, and that all the reft is 
covered with thick darknefs. And 
even in the illuminated parts^ how 
many fpots !. 

This difficulty <loes not appear to 
me very conliderable. If this doc- 
trine of life is. to endure as long as 
yht prefent Jiate o? our globe, what 
relation do feventeen centuries bear 
to its total duration ? Perhaps that of 
feventeen days, perhaps feventeen 
hours, perhaps leis. Shall I judge 
of the duration of this religion, as I 
judge of the duration of empires? 
Every empire is like grafs,;and all 
the glory of empires is as the flower 
of the field. The grals withereth, 

the 
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the flower fadeth, but the religion 
of the Lord endureth : it will fur- 
vive all empires: its head is to 
reign till God has put all. his ene- 
mies under his feet. The laft ene- 
my that will be deftroyed is death. 

I examine the difficulty mqre 
clofely, and perceive^ that it 
amounts precifely to that which 
may be raifed from the unequal dijt 
tribution of the gifts and advantages 
of mind and body. This fecond 
difficulty, when thoroughly weigh- 
ed, will lead me into a palpable 
abfurdity. The gifts of the mind, 
as well as'thofe of the body, depend 
upon a train of phyfical . circum-. 
ilances connefted with one another, 
and this chain mounts up to the firft 

inftant 



a«0 INTERESTING VIEWS 

inftant of creation. That all men, 
therefore, Ihould have pofTefled the 
lame gifts, and in the fame degree, 
it would have been neceiliiry, in the 
firft place, that they had not been 
delcended frotn one another. It 
would have^ been necefTary, in the 
fecond place, that all men had been 
born in the lame climate, and been 
nouriftied by the fame food; that 
they had enjoyed the lame kind of 
life, the fame education, the lame 
government, &c. For can I deny, 
that all thefe things have more or 
lefs influence upon the mind ? Here 
the moft flight caufe carries its in- 
fluence much farther than I can im- 
agine. Of this I am fufficiently 
convinced. 



So 



* OF CHRISTIANITY. Z%I 

So that, in order to produce this 
perfeft equality of gifts among all 
the individuals of the human race, 
it would have been necelTary, that 
all thofe individuals fhould have 
been call in the fame mould ; that 
the earth every where fhould have 
poflefled the fame degree of light 
land of heat; that its produ6lion6 
fhould have been every where the 
fame; that there Ihduld have beeA 
neither moimtains nor vallies, &c. 
But I fhould never finifh, were I to 
exhauft this fubjeft. 

How many fuch difficulties will 
at firft ftrike a man of any penetra* 
tion, and from which he migtit fee 
a multitude of abfurdities arife, were 
he capable of analyzing them ! The 

mind 
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mind willingly dwells upon thefur- 
face of things; it does not chufe tt) 
penetrate them, becaufe it dreads 
labour and difficulty. Sometimes it 
has greater dread of the — truths 

I^ therefore, it was inconfiftent 
witli Xhejiate of things^ that all men 
fhould partake of the fame gifts, and 
of the fame meafure of thoie gifts i 
why ftiould: I be aftoniftied that 
they have not the fame belief? How 
much is this belief itfelf linked witk 
phyjical and ;;t^r«^/ circumftances !■ 

But is this holy religion,, which, 
appears to me fo limited in its pro* 
grefsj and by which a benevolent 
heart would defire, that the whole 
world were enlightened, to remain 

for 
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for ever within its prefent limits ?. 
How many different means may not 
Providence have in referve, to ena- 
ble it one day to furmount with 
iplendor thofe narrow limits to 
which it is. now confined? What 
precious monuments, what demon- 
ftrative proofs, flill buried in the 
bofom of the earth, or under ruinsi; 
may He notdraw thence, at the time. 
Diarkedbyhis wifdomi What future, 
revolutions, in the great politicaj; 
bodies, now in pofieffion of our 
globe, may not be fore^ordained as 
to time and manner, in the defigns 
of Supreme Goodnels! May not 
that nation, which is the moft an-- 
cient and moft lingular of all nati- 
ons ; which is difperled, and as it 
were plankdy for feventeen centuries, 

in 
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in the midft of the nations, without 
ever being incorporated with them, 
without ,ever forming one dijiin£l . 
nation of itfelf; which is the faith- 
ful depofitary of the ihoft ancient 
oracles, the perpetual and living 
monument of the truth of the new 
oracles ; may not this nation, I fay, 
be one day, in the hand of Provi- 
dence, one of the great inftruments 
of his.defigns, in favour of that re- 
ligion, which it does riot yet acknow- 
ledge ? 

If the do6lrine does not produce 
greater moral efFefts among moft of 
thofe who profefs it, Ihall I afcribe 
this to its imperfe6lion, or want of 
fufficient motives ? But do I know any 
iyftem of do6lrine, whole princi- 
ples 
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>les tend mote direftly to the hap- 
nnefe of univerfal - fbciety, and of 
iach individual member? Is there 
my, which prefents motives better 
calculated to influence the judgment 
and the heart ? It exalts mortal man 
to the tlirone of God, and extends 
his hopes to eternity. 

But in promulgating this fublime 
law, the Lawgiver of nature has not 
transformed into mere machines the 
intelligent beings to whom he gave 
it. He has left them the phyjical 
power of obferving or of violating 
it. He has thus put into their own 
hands the decifion of their lot. He 
has fet before their eyes good and 
evil, happinels and mifery. 

To 
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To objeft ugainft tlie do6bine of 
the Founder, becaufe all its prof ef- 
fors zre not faints^ is to objeft againft 
philofbphy, becaufe all who profefi 
it are notphilofopkers. Is it therefore 
true, that philofophy is not quali- 
fied to make philofophers ? Shall I 
judge of any do6lrine by its*effe6fe 
alone? Will it not be more equita- 
ble to judge of it by its principles, 
its maxims, its motives, and by 
the fitnefsof allthefe to produce the 
end propofed? If, notwithftanding 
the excellence of this do6trine, and 
its fitnefs to produce the end pro- 
pofed by it, I am forced to acknow- 
ledge, that it does not always flic- 
ceed, I can from this conclude on- 
ly, that the prejudices, pailionS) 
and tempers of men frequently 

weakea 
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weaken or deftroy the impreflion 
whkh this do6trin.e would natural- 
ly make upon the foul. This does 
not at all furprize me ; becaufe I ea- 
fily conceive, that an intelligent and 
free beiiig cannot be cmjlrained by 
motives^ and that reafons and argu^^ 
mcnts are not compuljory caufes. It 
is very obfervable alfo, that all the 
men who make external profeffion 
of a do6lrine are not inwardly con- 
Adnced of its truth. 

And if, upon the whole, I am coni^ 
vinced, that the number of real 
fages, whom any do6lrine can form, 
. is very fmall, I ought not to be 
aftoniflied at this, becaufe I percei ve, 
that great excellence, in no profei- 
fion whatever, can at any time be 
very general \ and that it muft be 
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lefs fo, in the profeflion of virtue, 
tlian in any other. But is not vir- 
tue, though leis perfeft, ftill virtue? 
Is not gold, though mix^d with 
other matter, ftill gold ? If 1 would 
be always juft, fhould I not efti- 
mate this do6b:ine by the good it 
has produced, however fmall that 
may be, and by all the evils which 
it has prevented ? And above all if 
the do6trine in queftionprefcribed 
the filent performance of good 
vsrorks, of good^ rather than o?fplen- 
dki works; if it required, that the 
left hand fhould not know vs^hat the 
right hand did; I fhould .therefore 
infer, that it was impoffible to cal- 
culate all the advantages which for 
ciety could derive from fuch a doc- 
trine. 

SEC. 
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SECTION XIX. 

THE PROOFS OF CHRISTIANITY 
ARE NOT SUITED TO THE CA- 
PACITY OF ALL MEN. AN-. 

SWER. 

Another difficulty demands 
examination : Ought not a dodtrine, 
which was to be announced to all 
nations of the earth ; which was to 
give to the whole human race aflu- 
rances of immortality ; which pro- 
ceeded from Wifdom itfelf; ought 
not this do6lrineto have been found* 
ed upon proofs, which all men, of 
all times and of all places, could 
have apprehended with equal eafe, 
and againft which ho reafonahle ob- 
L jedtion 
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je6lion could be raifed ? At the fame 
time, how m^ch knowledge is re- 
quifite to colkdl, to underftand, and 
to eftimate thofe proofs ! How many 
profound, laborious, and intricate 
enquiries, does not this knowledge 
prefuppofe ! How few puriue it with 
Tuccefs! What talents, what fagaci- 
ty, what difcernment are required, 
in comparing the proofs, in eftimatr 
ingthe degree of probability in each, 
in judging of the whole of the pro- 
babilities united together, in balanc- 
ing the proofs and objeftions, in de- 
termining the force of the obje6lions 
in each kind of proo^ in refuting 
thofe objeitions, and in drawing 
from the whole, conclulions which 
produce certainty! Would ,a doc- 
trine, which fuppofed, fo many ex- 
traordinary qualities of the under- 
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-ftanding and of the heart, lb much 
knowledge, fo many enquiries, be at 
all adapted to every individual of 
the human race ? Would it be pro- 
perly calculated to afford men rea- 
Ibriable alfurances of future happi- 
nels ? Could it difpel their doubts, 
ftrengthen and augment the hopes 
of reafon, bring life and immorta- 
lity to light ? 

I difguife not this' difficulty: I 
do not endeavour to enfeeble it : I 
prefent it to myfelf in its flill force : 
perhaps it is not unanfwerable. Of 
this I wifh to be certain. I, there- 
fore, examine it more attentively^ 
and analyze it, if poffible. 

I acknowledge that man, by the 
light of realbn alone, could not at- 
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tain to the certainty of a future 
ftate- He could, therefore, be con- 
du6led to this certainty by extraor^ 
.dinary means only. I can eafily 
conceive, that the acquifition of new 
faculties, or perhaps a great degree 
of perfeftion in his prefent faculties 
alone, might have brought this ftate 
of futurity within the reach of his 
inhuthe knowledge, and enabled 
him to contemplaite it in fbme re- 
lpe6ls as he does his prefent exif- 
tence. I conceive, likewife, that an 
internal revelation, or external mi- 
racles, could have given to man that 
certainty fo necefTary to hishappi- 
nefs, and thereby fupplied the im- 
perf eftion of his prefent faculties. 

But the acquilition of new facul- 
ties, or a great degree of perfeilion 

in 
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in the prefent, would have render- 
ed man a being \^ery different from 
that known under the denomination, 
man. And as all the parts of our 
world are in harmony, and in ftri6l 
relation with each other, and with 
the whole lyftem, it is evident, that 
if man, the principal being of our 
planet, had been changed, he would 
have been no longer in relation with 
this planet, in which he was to pals 
the firft moments of his exiftence. 
An eye much more penetrating, the 
touch incomparably more delicate, 
&c. would have expofed him to con- 
tinual torture. It would have been 
neceflary, therefore, to have chang- 
ed the osconomy of the planet itfelf^ 
to bring it into relation with the 
new ceconomy of man. 

L 3 I per- 
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I perceive now, that the difficult 
tVy conlidered in this point of view, 
amounts to this : Why has not God 
made another earth? Why has he 
not created another univerfe? For 
the earth is joined to the univerfe, 
as man is to the earth. There is no 
fingle part of the fyftem, which has 
not its reafon in the whole. Can I 
pretend to fay, that, in the work of 
Supreme Intelligence, there is any 
thing whatever, unconnedled "wlihthsA 
work, and at the fame time making 
?ipart of it ? If, notwithftanding the 
extreme weaknefs of my talents, and 
defe6livenefs of my knowledge; if, 
notwithftanding the great imperfec- 
tion of my organs, I fail not to dif- 
cover i^o many conneilions, i^o many 
relations, fo much harmony between 
ilie different parts of the world 

^\\\Qh 
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which I inhabit ; if tliefe conne6lions 
multiply, combine, and diverfify, in 
proportion as I multiply, combine, 
and diveriify my obfervations and 
experiments; is it not extremely 
probable, that, if my faculties and 
inflruments were incomparably more 
perfeil, I fhould dilcover the fame 
cpnne6lions, the fame relations, the 
fame harmony every wh? re, even in 
the minuteft particl es ? And this muft 
be the cafe, fince the greater are 
always compofed of fmaller parts, 
and thefe again of ftill fmaller, &c. 
and fince every whole muft elTential- 
ly depend upon the order and har- 
mony of its parts. 

It would, therefore, be very un- 
philofophical to wifh, that the Au- 
thor of theuniverfe had changed the 
L4 cecono- 
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acoiiomy of man, to afford him 
greater certainty of his future Hate. 
Nor would it be lefs fo, to wifh, 
that fuch aflurances had been afford- 
ed to him by an internal revelation. 
For this revelation muft have been 
univerfal, or extended to every in- 
dividual of the human race: fince 
the certainty of a future happinefi 
would be equally neceffary to all. 
But as it is agreeable to the oecono- 
my of man, to be conducted by his 
fcnfes^ and by reflexion: would an 
internal and univerfal revelation, 
perpetuated from age to age, bear 
any relation to the prefent conftitu- 
tioii of man ? And if the happinefe 
he is to enjoy in a future ftate, be 
conneiled with the application he 
made of his reafon, in his enquiries 
into the foundations of that happi- 

uels ; 
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nefs; how could he have applied 
his realbn to this noble enquiry^ 
when an internal and irrefiftible re- 
velation had rendered this exercife 
of the underftanding uielels ? 

There remained jone other extra* 
ordinary way by which man could 
be condu6led to this defirable cer- 
tainty, which reafon alone could not 
give. This was by miracles, palpa- 
ble, numerous, and diverfe, chained 
ta each other, and indillblubly link- 
ed with circumftances to chara6ler- 
ize them, and to determine their 
eitd. This was evidently the only 
way known to us, which makes no 
change in the conftitution of man, 
and leaves him the free exercife of 
all his faculties. 



338 INTERESTING VIEWS 

But if miracles were defigned to 
manifeft to man tlie will of the Su- 
preme Being; if they were, in fome 
refpefts, the phyfical expreflion of 
this will, all men have an equal 
right to this extraordinary favour, 
a:id might alpire to the fight of mi^ 
racks ; and if, in order to latisfy 
the wants or defires of each indivi- 
dual of tlie human race, miracles 
had been univerfal or perpetual, 
how could they have preferved their 
quality of extraordinary Jigns ? How 
could they have been diftinguifhed 
from the ordinary courfe of nature ? 

It was, therefore, agreeable to the 
very nature of miracles, that they 
Ihould be performed in a certain 
place^ and in a certain time. 'Tsiow 
this relation to place and time, this 

necef- 
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necellary relation, evidently fuppofes 
. iejlimony^ or oral and written tradi- 
tion. , Tradition itfelf fuppofes a 
certain language, underftood by them 
to whom • it might be tranfmitted. 
This language could not be univer- 
fal, perpetual, unalterable ; li!fch a 
language would no more fuit the 
oeconomy of our planet, than a per- 
fedl refemblance, either phyfical or 
moral, in all the individuab of the 
human race. 

So that it was a natural 'confe- 
quence of the viciflitude of all hu- 
man things, that the language in 
which the witnelfes of the miracu- 
lous fa6ls have publifhed their depo-^' 
Jiiion^ fnould become a dead lan- 
guage, and be underftood only by 
the learned. It- was alio a conle- 

quence 
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quence of the viciffitude of things in 
this lower world, that the originals 
of the depoiition fhoiild be loft, that 
the firft copies of thole originals 
fhould likewife be loft; that the lat- 
ter ^£opies fhould exhibit a great 
number of variations ; that a mul- 
titude of minute fa6ls5 and -minute 
circumftances, very well known to 
contemporaries, and proper to throw 
light upon certain palTages oFthe 
text, ftiould be unknown to their 
defcendants; that many other cir- 
cumftances, more or lefs ufeful, 
fhould alfo be unknown to them, 
&c. &c. It was, in fine, a natural 
confeqi.eiice of the ftate of things, 
and of the nature of the faculties of 
man, that an art fhould be invent* 
ed, which had for its direft obje6l, 
the interpretation of tlie moft im- 

^\:taut 
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portant of all books This admira- 
ble art was, therefore, to come into 
being ; it was to enlighten the wife, 
to diffipate or brighten the clouds 
which obfcured certain truths, and 
the wife were to enlighten and guide 
the people. 

I Ihall not return to the objection, 
that God could, by an extraordinary 
interpolation, have prevented the de- 
cay of the language in which the 
depofition had been written; that 
He could, by the fame method, have 
prevented the deftru6lion of the ori- 
ginals of the depolitioni the contra- 
rieties, alterations, and variations of 
the text. I have feen how unreaib- 
nable fuch an obje6lion would be, 
fince it would fuppofe a continua- 
tion of miracles, &c. I have alio 
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knowledged, that thofe contrarieties, 
alterations, and variations of the 
text, do not afFeft the founda* 
tion or fum of the depofition, and 
that it is not impoffible to reconcile 
thofe texts in a fatisfadlor/ manner. 

I fhall examine this difficulty ftill 
more clofely. As the certainty of a 
future ftate could be founded upon 
real proofs only, /and as the nature 
and end of miracles • required, that 
they Ihould be performed in a cer- 
tain place, and in a certain time, it 
muft therefore follow, that the proofs 
of a future ftate muft, like all other 
proofs, be fubmitted to the exami- 
nation of reafon. 7 he proofs of a 
future ftate muft, therefore, be as 
much undef the jurifdidlion ofcri- 

ticifm. 
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ticifixij as any other hiftorical fadls. 
And they would thus become the 
moft important obje6l of the enqui- 
ries of the learned ; and it might 
jenter.into the plan of Providence, 
that the learned Ihould colle6l;thole 
proofs, arrange them in a certain 
order, unfold them, relcue them 
from obfcurity, refolve the objec- 
tions which they, might create, com- 
pofe particular treatiles on all thefe 
fubje6ts, and be, to tlie people, in- 
terpreters of thatdepofitionin hich 
were^ contained the words of eternal 
life. 

I wifh to comprels my ?irguments. 
Man has two ways of obtaining 
knowledge : ihtfenfes^ and reflediion. 
Neither of thefe ways, nor both unit- 
ed, can lead him to a moral certain^ 
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iy of his future exiftence ; there is 
too great a difproportion between 
them, and the nature of the things 
which are the objefts of this certnin" 
iy. Man, therefore, could not be 
direfted to this certainty, by any 
other than an extraordinary me- 
thod ; but this dire6tion was to be 
given to a certain intelligent and 
moral being, to a man, that is to 
lay, to a miixed beings endowed with 
certain faculties, and whoie faculties 
are confined . to certain lihiits. If, 
then, this extraordinary method 
confided in giving man new facul- 
ties, or in changing the prefent pow- 
er of his faculties; it would not 
hkveheen man that would have been 
direfted to this certainty; it would 
have been a being very different 
from man. It was therefore necef. 
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fary, that this extraordinary method 
ftiould bear luch a relation to the 
prefent conftitution of man, that 
without producing any change there- 
ih, it might fufficiently convince his 
reafon of the certainty of a future 
ftate. Miracles were this method j 
for nothing was more proper to prove 
to man, that the Lord of nature had 
fpoken. But if hiiracles had been 
wrought in every pi ace, and at every 
time, they would have returned 
again into the ordinary courfe of na- 
ture; and it would be no longer 
poflible to alcertain, whether the 
Lord of nature had fpoken. Mira^ 
cles, therefore, mull have been 
wrought in a certain place^ and at a 
certain time. They muft, therefore, 
like all other fa6ls, be fubje6led to 
the rules of tejiimmy* Reafon muft 
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apply thofe rules, and by this ap- 
plication, judge of the reality* of 
thofe fa6ls- 'And becayle thofe fa6ls 
were miraculous, (and miraculous 
fa6ls demand a greater number of 
teflimonies, andteftimonies of great- 
er weight, in order to be believed,) 
it was requilite, that this kind of 
proof fhould be given by witnejjes^ 
who in the higheft degree conjoined 
the conditiomp which in the eyes of 
reafon eftablifh the credibility of 
any fa6l whatfoever, I fay, of any 
fa6l whaifoeverj becaufe it appears to 
me moft evident, that miracles are 
not lefs fa6ls, though they fhould 
not be comprehended within the 
Iphere of the common or ordinary 
laws of nature. Reafon will then 
acquielce in the proofs which mira 
cles afford^ if upon applying to them 

the 
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the rules of found criticifm and 
ftri6l logic, they appear to be folidly 
eftablifhed. 

I fhall add only one refleftion 
more, and then \ think I ftiall have 
fatisfied myfelf as to the difficulty 
propoied in the beginning of the 
fe6lion. Have I not very much ex- 
aggerated this difficulty ? Are great 
talents, fuch various and exalted 
knowledge, indeed necefTary to form 
a found judgment of the proofs of 
this revelation, which the wants of 
human nature folicit from Supreme 
Goodnefe? Will not a good under- 
ftanding, which is impartial, and 
difengaged from the prejudices of 
f alfe philolbphy ; will not a good 
and honeft heart, a moderate de- 
gree of attention, be fufficient to eC- 
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timate palpable proofs, coUeftedby- 
men of the beft qualifications, with 
order and perlpicuity, in books 
which are liuted to the capacities 
of all the world ? That a judicious 
reader maybe able to judge of the 
truth of a particular hiftory, or of a 
particular do6i:rine, is it abfolutely 
neceflary, that he poffefi all the 
talents and knowledge of the au- 
thors, who have coUefted the proofs 
of that hiftory or do&ine? Does 
the decifion of any point whatever, 
indifpenfibly demand, that all the 
judges have the fame meafure of 
knowledge, the fame penetration, 
the fame talents,^ which they have 
who report it ? Does it not happen eve- 
ry day, that we are obliged to have 
recourfe to the fkilful, or to teach- 
ers of arts and Iciences, upon very 

\sxaLn7 
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many things more or lels neceflary? 
Why thenfhould not the people have 
recourie to the learned, to fele6l and 
eftimate the proofs of that revelati- 
on, whofe certainty they endeavour 
to place within their reach ? Belides, 
are there not fome of thofe proofe 
which may be ealily apprehended 
by the moft limited underftandings ? 
How ftrohgly does the excellency of 
the morality of jESUS CHRIST 
ftrike the honeft, feeling Ibul ! How 
much does the chara6ler of Christ 
hi mfelf excite the admiration and 
reverence of every lincere friend to 
truth and virtue ! How deeply is this 
chara6ler ftamped upon the firft dif- 
ciples ! What lives ! what manners ! 
what examples I what benevolence ! 
what charity I Could the people be- 
hold fuch things, and remain un- 
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concerned? They do not, perhaps, 
believe from fuch proofs, as will 
convince a mail of learning; but 
they may believe from proofs moft 
adapted to their capacity ; and their 
belief will not be lefs rational, lefi 
confolatory, nor lefs pradlical. 



%^a 
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SECTION XX. 

« 

A DIFFICULTY ARISING FROM 
HUMAN LIBERTY — ANSWERED. 



S 



HALL I oppofe the moral neceC 
fity of human' adlions againit the 
doftrine of the Founder of Chrifli* 
anity? Shall I pretend, that this 
kind of necellity excludes all imputa- 
tion^ and confequently all law and 
religion ? Do I not clearly fee, . that 
moral necefFity is, in facS^, no real 
necejjlty ? 1 hat it is nothing more, 
than certainly^ confidered in aftions 
which are free ? Becaufe a man 

mull 
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muft love himfelf ; becaule he can- 
not but determine for that which 
his underftanding has judged to be 
moft eligible ; becaufe his will tends 
effentially to a real or apparent good, 
does it follow that man is purely a 
machine? Does it follow, that laws 
cannot dire6t him to his true end ? 
that he cannot obfen'-e them, that 
he has no underftanding, no will, 
no liberty; that his a6lions cannot, 
in any fenfe, be imputed to him; 
that he is not fufceptible of happi- 
nels or of mifery ; that he cannot 
fearch for the one, nor avoid the 
other ; that, in a word, he is not a 
;;wr^/ being? I lament, that the po- 
verty of language has introduced in- 
to philofophy that unfortunate term 
moral neceffity^ fo improper in itfelf, 

and 
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id which creates fo much confufion 
a thing moft fimple, which can- 
>t be explained with too much pre- 
[ion and clearnels. 



M SEC- 
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SECTION XXI. 

CHRISTIANITY UNFAVOURABLE 
TO PATRIOTISM,* HAS PRO- 
DUCED GREAT EVILS UPON 
THE EARTH — ANSWERS. 

I^HALL I objea to the dodlrme 
of Jesus Christ, that it is not 
favourable to pairiotijm^ but calcu- 
lated to make menjlaves? Would not 
the hiftory of its progrefe and eftab- 
lifhment immediately contradift 
me? Were there ever any fiibje6ts 
more loyal, any citizens more virtu- 



* Vid. Beattie's Evidences of Chriftianltjr, cb. j 
iii. fe£l;. v. 

<WJSJ 
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0US5 any Ibuls more generous, any 
fbldiers ^more intrepid, than thofe 
new men, fcattered throughout the 
ftate, every where perfecuted, al- 
ways humane, always beneficent, 
always faithful to the prince, and to 
his minifters? If the lively and 
profound fentiment of the noblenels 
ofour being is the true Iburce of 
greatnels of foul, what will not be 
his greatnels of foul, and elevation 
of thought, whole views are^? not 
bounded by the limits of time ? 

Shall I repeat, that true difciples 
of Jesus would not form a ftate 
which could fubfift? " Why not,'' 
anlwers a fage*, who knew how to 
eftimate things, and who cannot be 

^ Montefquieu's Spirit of Laws, book 
sxiv, ch. 6. 

M a fufpeaed 
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fulpe6led either of credulity or par* 
tiality; "Why not?'' They would 
be citizens well informed of their 
duties, and who polTefled great zeal 
to perform them; they would be 
very fenfible of the rights of natu- 
ral .defence; the more they believed 
they owed to religion, the more 
they would think they owed to their 
country. ^^ The principles of this 
^^ religion being deeply engraven 
" upon the heart, would be infinitely 
" more ftrong than the f alfe honour 
" of monarchies, the human virtue 
" of republics, and the fervile fear 
" of defpotic ftates/' 

Shall I take pleafure in exagge- 
rating the evils which this do6lrine 
has occafioned in the world ; the 
civil wars it has produced ; the 

blood 
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blood it has fhed; the atrocious 
a6ts of injuftice it has committed ; 
and the calamities of every kind 
which accompanied it in the firft 
ages, and which were renewed in 
ages much later, &c* ? But ftiall I 
for ever confound the abufe, or the 
accidental, and perhaps necelTarjr 
confequences of an excellent thing, 
with that thing itfelf? What! could 
a do6trine which breathed nothing 
but mildne% charity, and mercy, 
create thofe horrid evils ? Could fb 
pure, fo holy a do6lrine, diftate 
thole crimes ? Could the word of 
the Prince of life arm brother a- 
gainil brother, and teach them the 
infernal art of improving every 
kind of punifhment ? Could tolera • 
tion itfelf ftiarpen the poignard, 
prepare the torture, ereil the fcaf- 
M3 fold. 
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fold, and kindle the pile ? No, I 
fliall not confound darknefs with 
light, furious fanaticifm with ami- 
able charity. I know that * " cha- 
" rity fuffereth long, and is kind; 
*' that it envieth not, vaunteth not 
" itfelf^ is not puffed up; that it 
" doth not behave itfelf unfeemly, 
" feeketh not its own, is not eafily 
*-' provoked, thinketh no evil, re- 
" joiceth not in juftice, but re- 
^^ joiceth in the truth ; beareth all 
^^ things, hopeth all things, en- 
'^ dureth all things/' No, He who 
v/eut about doing good, placed not 
the murderous fword in the hands 
of his children, and di6lated not 
the code of intolerance. The moft 
gentle, the moft compaffionate, and 

* I Corinth, chap. 13. 

the 
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the moft juft of men, did not 
breathe into the hearts of his difci- 
ples the Ipirit of p erfecution, but 
kindled in it the divine fire of cha* 
rity. 

«^ To affert,'* fays that great man** 
whom I have already quoted, " that 
*^ religion has no re^flxaining power, 
.^^ becaufe it does not always re- 
^^ flxain, is to allert, that civil laws 
^^ have likewife no reftraining pow- 
^' er. He reafons falfely againft 
^' religion, who enumerates^ great 
^'^ length the evils which it has 
^' produced, and overlooks the ad- 
^' vantages. Were I to recount all 
^' the evils which civil laws mo- 
" narchical and republican go- 

^ MontefquieU) book xxiv. chap. 2* 

M 4 ^^ vern- 
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" vernments, have produced in the 
" world, I might exhibit a dread- 
" fill pi6lure. Although it were of 
" no advantage for lubje6ts to have 
" religion, yet it would be of ad- 
" vantage to princes to have reli- 
" gion, and to whiten with foam 
" the only bridle which can re- 
^^ ftrain thofe who fear not human 
" laws. A prince, who loves and 
" fears religion, is like tlie lion 
^- yielding to the hand which 
" ftrokcs liim, or the voice which 
" foothes him. Ke who fears but 
^^ hates religion, is like the favage 
" beaft, biting the chain that hin- 
" ders him from flying upon the 
" paflenger. He who has no reli- 
'^ gion at all,, is that dreadful ani- 
" mal, which is totally infenfible 

" of 
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*^ of liberty, except when devour- 
^^ ing and tearing in pieces.^ 

I rejoice to fee this profound and 
humane writer, this preceptor of 
kings, trace with his immortal 
hand, the eulogium of that religion 
which a good mind will admire ; 
and this admiration will increafe, 
in proportion as he has made greater 
progrefs in philofbphy and meta^ 
phylics,. as he has generalifed his 
ideas, and taken an extenlive 
profpe6t of things. " Let us let 
" before our eyes, the continual 
" maflacres of Greek and Roman 
^^ kings and generals on the one 
" hand, and on the other the de- 
" ftru6lion of cities and nations by 
" thofe very kings and generals ; a 
^' Timur a Jengizkan ravaging 
^^ Afia; and we fhall fee^ that^e. 
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*^ owe to religion a certain political 
" law in government, and in war a 
^^ certain law of nations; advan- 
^^ tages which human nature can- 
^^ not fufficiently ackhowledge.'* 

"In conlequence of this law of 
" nations, the viftor, in our days, 
" allows the conquered to enjoy 
" thofe 'great privileges, life, li- 
« berty, laws, property, and reli- 
" gion in partiailar, if he is not 
" blind to his own intereft*/' 

How many domeftic virtues, how 
many works of mercy fecretly ex- 
ercifed in the heart, has not this 
do6trine ef life produced, and ftill 
produces! How many Socratefes 



♦ Ibid, book xxiv. chap. 3. 

and 
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and Epi6letufes5 difguifed under 
the habits of low mechanics ! How 
much better informed are thefe 
mechanics in their diity^ and in the 
future deftination of man, than 
were Socrates and Epiftetus ! 

God forbid that I fhould be 
eitlier unjuft or ungrateful ! I ftiall 
carefully reckon up the advantages 
of religion, and acknowledge, that 
true philofophy itlelf is indebted to 
it, for its birth, progrels, and per- 
fe6lion. Dare I affirm, that if the 
Father of lights had not deigned ta 
enlighten, mankind, I fhould not 
have been an idolater? Born, per- 
haps, in the midll of thick dark- 
nefs and monftrous fliperflition, I 
might have been fwallowed up by 
prejudice^ and perceived nothing 
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in nature, and in my own being 
except confufion. And if I had 
been fb happy, or fo unhappy, 
as to have raifed a doubt con- 
cerning the Author of nature, 
concerning my prelent and future 
deftmation, &c, that doubt would 
have been perpetual, I fhould never 
have been able to determine it, and 
it might have been the torment of 
my life. 

Can true philofbphy, then, forget 
all that it owes to religion? 
Though it could give a blow to re- 
ligion, ought it to glory in doing ^o^ 
lince every blow will infallibly re- 
coil upon itfelf ? .Should true re- 
ligion, in its turn, rife up againfl 
philofbphy, and forget the important 
iervices which it may derive from^it ? 
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SECTION XXIL 

THE DOCTRINES OBSCURE, AND 
APPARENTLY CONTRARY TO 
. REASON. — ANSWERS. 

I^HALL I attack the religion of 
Jesus Christ, becaufe of its doe. 
trines ? Shall I augment its myjle-- 
ries^ their tncomprehenftbiUiy^ their 
contrariety, at leaft apparent contra- 
riety to realbn ?* 

But what right have I to pretend, 
that every thing in nature and in 

* The Dodrines of Chriftianlty are fome of 
them above, but none contrary to Reafon. 
Vid. Beattie's Evidences of Chriftianlty, ch. iii. 
k(k. L ii«. 
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grace fhould be clear? How fmany 
myfteries are there in nature, which 
I cannot penetrate? Every, man, 
who has made the works of nature 
his ftudy, will be ablet o make out 
an immeille catalogue of difficulties, 
which can never be explained by 
the moft acute philolbpher. Ought I 
then to be aftonilhed at the obfcuri- 
ty, which envelopes certain doc- 
trines of religion? Does not this ve- 
ry obfcurity borrow new fhades from 
that which covers certain myfteries 
of nature?. Would it be philofbphi- 
cal in me to complain, that God has 
not given me the eyes and under- 
ftanding of an angel, that I might 
fee through all the fecrets of nature 
and of grace ? Should I defire, there- 
fore, that in or-der to Satisfy my im- 
pertinent curiofity, God bad reverf- 

^d 
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ed the unherjal harmony^ and plac- 
ed me in a higher link of the im- 
menfe chain of beings ? Have I not 
fufficient light to condudl me furely 
in the path marked out for me \ lu£- 
ficient motives to confirm me in it; 
hopes fufficient to animate my en- 
deavours, and to excite me to ful- 
fil my deftination ? How many im- 
penetrable myfteries in natural reli- 
giotty that religion which I believe lb 
conformable to my reafon, and in 
which it glories ; that lyftem, which 
appears to me i^o harmonious, fo 
well conne6led in all its parts, {6 
effentially philofophical ! How ma- 
ny gulphs contained in the fingle . 
idea oi ^ neceffary^ felf^xijlent beings 
which an archangel himfelf cannot 
fathom ! And without rifing up to 
that First Being, who, like a vor- 
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tex, fwallows up all the conceptions 
of created inieUigence^ how many un-- 
anfwerable queftions occur to me 
concerning my own foul, whole im- 
mortality is taught me by natural 
r^ligioiL! &c* 

But are thofe do6lrines of 
Christ, which appear at firft fight 
fb incomprehenjihk^ and even contrary 
to my reafon, really fo much fo, 
as they appear to he? Might not 
men, perhaps too nauch prejudiced 
in favour of their own ideas, or too 
much prepofleffed with the thought 
that there is always merit in belie%['- 
ing^ and that this merit increafes in 
proportion to the number and the 
Jpecies of the articles oiheUej\ might 
not thefe men, I fay, have blended 
idii£t interpretations with tlie emble- 

xwaA.lcal 
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matical images and metaphorical 
words of Chriftj and of his firft dif- 
ciples ? Might not they accordingly 
have altered and multiplied the doc- 
trines P Do I not niiftake thofe inter^ 
pretations for the doSlrines themfel- 
ves ? I go to the pureft fource of 
all do6lrinal truth: I ftudy that ad- 
mirable hook^ which fortifies and in- 
creafes my hopes : I endeavour to 
interpret it by itfelf, and not by the 
dreams and vifions of certain com- 
mentators: r compare text with 
text^ do6lrine with dodlrine, each 
writer with himlelf, and the whole 
with the moft evident principles of 
7'eafon; and after this examination, 
which requires much refleftion^ fe- 
rioufnelsj impartiality, long conti- 
nuance, and frequent repetition, I 

fee 
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fee the contrarieties dif 
tlie Jhades decreafe^ liglit i 
out of darknefs, faith unit 
reafon, and both concur in f 
tlie fame unity^ 
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CONCLUSION. 

ROM the whole, this impor- 
tant conclufion refults, that there is 
no ancifent hiftory lb well attefted, 
as that of the Messenger of the 
Gospel ; that there are no hiftori* 
cal fa6ts fupported by fb great a 
number of proofs; by flich llrik- 
ing, folid, and various proofs, as 
are thofe fa6ts on which the reli-* 
gion of Jesus Christ is founded 

Sound logic has taught me to dif- 
tinguifli, with accuracy^ the differ- 
ent kinds of certainty^ and not to 
demand rigid demonjlratim in mat- 
ters of faftj or in things which ef. 

fentially 
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lentially depend on tefl^itnony. I 
know, that what is called moral cer^ 
tainty^ is not, and cannot, be, perfe6l 
or ftri6l certainty ; that this kind of 
certainty is only a greater or lefi 
'probability^ and which is more or 
lefs fuccelsful in gaining the ailent 
of the mind, as it approaches more 
or lefs to that indivilible point, in 
which complete certainty refides. 

I know, likewife, that if I adhere 
to nothing but to evidence, properly 
fo called^ or to demonjiraiiorv^ and. be- 
lieve nothing but what my own fen^« 
fes attefted to me, I muft of necef- 
fity fall into the moft abfurd/j/rMt?- 
nijm * ; for what pyrrhonifm can be 
more abfurd, than that which ^^i\- 
oufly doubts all the fa6ls of hiftory, 
phylics, &c. and which entirely re- 

je6ts 
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3e6ts every kind of teftimony? What 
life can be more wretched and limit- 
ed than thia.t matfs, who trulls to 
nothing but the report of his own 
fenjesy and who obftinately refules 
every analogical conclufion? 

I ihall not fay, that the truth of 
Chriftianity is demonjlraied ^ this ex* 
preffion, admitted and repeated with 
too much fatisfadlion by the beft 
apologijls^ would certainly be very 
improper. I ftiall only fay, that the 
fa6ls, upon which the credibility of 
the Chriftian reUgion is founded, 
^pear to me fo probable^ that if I 
reje6ted them, I think I Ihould' vio- 
late the fureft rules of logic, and re • 
nounce the moft common maxims of 
reajon. 
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I have endeavoured to examine 
iny own heart to the bottom; and 
as I have difcovered in it no fecret 
motive which can induce me to re- 
jeft a do6lrine fb well calculated to 
Jlipply the weaknefi of ray reafbn, 
to conlble me in my diftrefles, to 
perfeft my being, I receive this doc- 
trine, as the greateft benefit which 
God can beftow upon man; and I 
would likewife receive it, though I 
confidered it in no other light, but 
as the beft fyftem of Practical 
Philosophy, 
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